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Insect pinning project in collaboration with Museum and University
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Insect/Pinning| Projectjin/collaboration
with Museum and University.
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Yasuhiro OHSHIMA*1', Nana MORITA*1, Tomoko  FUKUDA*2
1 Mie|PrefecturalMuseum, ZMielUniversity,
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Huge insect specimens (approximately ca. 0.5 Million specimens) has been collected in
Hirakura Experimental Forest of Mie University between 1966 to 1986, but they are not
yet pinned. Mie Prefectural Museum launched “Hirakura Insect Pinning Project” in 2018 in
cooperation with Mie University. The project aims to make these insects available as
standard specimens for the inventory and taxonomical studies. Amateur people join this
project and it a good opportunity to deepen their understanding about natural history.

Project Collection

This is a 3-years project (2018-2020), funded by || The collection is temporally named
“Fund for supporting local cooperation” of Mie as “SHIMAJI collection”, named after
University. Dr. Iwane SHIMAJI, an assistant

professor of the Forest at this period.
So far, they are without pinned.
k] B

Hirakura-expeériméntal forest
{ait. 500-1,000m, C.HONShY, JAPAN] ~< &

Hirakura insect collection will provide a standard
reference for insect fauna of broad forest typical
of northern part of the Kii Peninsula.

[ Activity of the Project
One person can pin about 100 individuals in half a day. Until
now, more than 5,000 individuals were pinned by citizens

and students, mainly for the collection of 1980.

TR

Many amateur people join the pinning work. Thought dialogue with academic staff (curator)
during the work, they got deeper understanding about natural history. Thus the project
gives impetus for one of the missions of Mie Prefectural Museum, i.e., give more

opportunity of life-long learning foe the citizens of the prefecture.
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