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Cross cultural exchange by participating in Japanese language Zoom discussions with
students at overseas partner schools

Fukuoka Masako (Center for International Education and Research)

(1) Implementation content:

Currently, it is not possible for overseas students to study in Japan due to the Corona
virus pandemic. Like last year, it was decided not to accept special auditing students
from overseas partner schools in the first half of 2021. Under these circumstances, the
purpose of this project is to create opportunities to learn and improve Japanese
language ability, foster mutual exchange between students, and develop the
understanding of different cultures which would all normally be obtained by studying
abroad. By participating in this project and delivering this project, we will contribute

to the continued acquisition of international students at Mie University.

(2) Implementation details

Purpose: Through this project, students from partner schools will interact with each
other and deepen their knowledge from the perspectives of cross-cultural
understanding and Japanese society / culture.

Schedule: November 10, 2021 to February 9, 2022, 16:20 to 17:50, 13 sessions in
total

Participating universities and number of participants: University of Heidelberg 3
(Germany), Ho Chi Minh City University of Education 1 (Vietnam), Kasetsart University 2
(Thailand), National Sun Yat-sen University 1 (Taiwan), Southern Taiwan University of
Science and Technology 1 (Taiwan), Guangxi University 3 (China), Shanghai Ocean
University 1 (China), Nanjing Tech University 2 (China), Anhui Agricultural University 1
(China), Mie University 3 (Japan), 18 people from 6 countries in total.

Contents: (1) Students from overseas partner universities and Japanese students
from Mie University will explore each other's perspectives on different cultures, learn
about Japanese society and culture, and have discussions on Zoom. (2) Students will
improve their ability to observe society and culture, and develop the ability to
summarize and present their thoughts.

Main schedule: 1st to 6th orientation, how to proceed with discussion, chair group
decision, 7th to 12th: discussion led by each chair group, 13th feedback, winner
announcement, Zoom exchange, Submission of the questionnaire.

Themes proposed by the chair group: "What factors are needed to become
internationally popular when creating next-generation animation?", "Which is better, a
matchmaker marriage or a love marriage if we want to have a happy marriage?" ,
"Should seniority be important in Japanese society?", "Should I go to graduate school

to earn a high income?", "Is ramen healthy?", "Beauty shaping makes for a happy and




healthy life." We divided into groups and discussed one topic each time.

(3) Implementation results

From the results of the questionnaire- From the 21 questionnaire items, the results of
Q2, 6,7, 19, 21, and 25 will be described. From Q2 and Q7, we can see that participants
enjoyed participating in the "Japanese Discussion" and having fun interacting with
each other and having discussions on different themes and with different members
each time. Many students are conscious of improving their Japanese from the answers
in Q6 that show they summarized their thoughts, presented them in Japanese, and
expressed their opinions. From Q19, we found that "Japanese discussion" was
conducted as an international exchange project, but students would like it to be added
to the online classes of partner schools where credits can be earned. Almost all
respondents said that they would like to study abroad at Mie University (graduate
school) from Q21 (87.5%).

Q2. What did you find particularly fun and interesting? (2 answers)

Consultation of advance preparation between chairs (4)
Having discussions under different themes each time (8)

Discussions with different members each time (7)

Where to compete for each group (1)
| was able to discuss online (0} [
| enjoyed interacting with everyone through discussions (11)
Other (0) ‘ I
[
o

Q6. Did you summarize your thoughts, present them in Japanese, and give your opinion?

o

. & 16 Yes

. D g MNe

Q7. Did you interact with the partner schools through the discussion?

. 10 16 Yes

0 0 No




Since this class is an international exchange project, you will not
Q19. receive credits,Do you want me to add it to the "partner school online
service class" that can be exchanged for credits?

Yes

o v

® i 0 No

Q21. Did you want to study abroad at Mie University (institute) after taking this class?

@
. (A1 ‘;‘1

Q25. From other impressions

I learned a lot by discussing and exchanging opinions with students from various
countries! I feel that my Japanese conversation ability has improved a little. It was
really fun. I'm glad I was able to participate!

It was really fun to meet people from various countries and have discussions and
discussions in Japanese. I can improve my Japanese like a class, so I wanted to study
more Japanese. Thank you for understanding the different cultures of each country. I
really enjoyed studying with you.

To be honest, it ended earlier than I expected. I think it's a little regrettable.
However, I've learned a lot and I think it's really fun.

Because of the influence of Corona, I can't easily go to Japan and I can't go to Mie
University. I think this is the most disappointing. Fortunately, I was able to participate
in discussion activities such as online exchange study abroad. I was able to experience
different cultures while interacting with people from many countries in Japanese. I
think it's fun and happy. I will leave it in my heart as I will never forget it.

+ I really want to go to Japan. I know that I still lack the knowledge I have learned, so
I would like to study abroad in Japan someday. From now on, in the field of Japanese
language education, I will gain experience and discover what I want to study. If I have
a chance, I will definitely go to study abroad.

It was fun to interact with international students who are interested in Japan. In
addition, each chairperson's theme included "opinions on Japan from the perspective of
other countries," which is unique to international students, and I was able to notice
perspectives that Japanese people do not notice. I want to spread this class to my
juniors and other students, and I would like to participate again if I have the

opportunity! "

(4) Significance of business :
From the results reported in (3), the following four points can be cited as the

significance of this project.




(1) We were able to contribute to mutual exchange and understanding of different
cultures between our students and also between the students of our partner schools.
(2) We were able to improve the Japanese proficiency of students at partner schools
who were unable to study abroad due to the Corona virus pandemic and provided them
with opportunities to learn.

(3) From the result that 87.5% of the students wished to study abroad at Mie
University (graduate school), we can expect to acquire international students at Mie
University (graduate school) by continuing and implementing this project in the
future.

(4) We were able to sustainably develop international exchange with partner schools.

(5) Business development potential :

The following four points can be considered as the business development potential.
In increasing the number of courses that make up the "Partner School Online
Japanese Language Class Service", which can be exchanged for credits, and which
started at the International Exchange Center in 2021, T would like to continue to think
about the development potential of the business.

(1) By continuing this project, we can contribute to the acquisition of international
students at Mie University (graduate school).

(2) It is possible to sustainably develop international exchange with partner schools.
(3) It is possible to promote support for Japanese students studying abroad and
support for international students.

(4) Tt is possible to develop global human resources who can play an active role in the

world.






