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An On-the-spot Survey of the ‘Academic Skills and Practical English Programme

for Humanities Students 2019’ (Faculty of Humanities, Law and Economics, Mie University)

(1) Overview

This project conducted an on-the-spot survey of the ‘Practical English and Academic Skills
Programme for Humanities Students 2019’: a summer programme administered by and held at
Hertford College, the University of Oxford. The programme was specifically designed for

humanities students.

Programme Dates 1 September 2019 — 15 September 2019
Organiser Hertford College, the University of Oxford (UK)

o 10 undergraduate students from the Faculty of Humanities, Law
Number of Participants ) . o .
and Economics, Mie University (1 teacher accompanied the group)

Objectives
Enabling humanities students to:

-acquire international perspectives
-improve academic as well as practical English skills

-deepen their understanding of British culture and society

Details

(1) English classes and workshops (‘Academic English’, ‘Business
English’ and ‘British Culture and Society”)

) ) (2) Field studies within Oxford (visits to the Bodleian Library,
Obijectives and Details )
Ashmolean Museum and the city of Oxford)

(3) Field studies outside of Oxford (a study trip to the neighbouring
areas including the Cotswolds)

(4) Extracurricular activities with RAs (Residential Advisors
appointed from students of the University of Oxford)

(5) Participants stay in one of the college’s residence halls.

A pre-sessional orientation course (comprising three sessions) and a
post-sessional follow-up meeting were held in the Faculty of

Humanities, Law and Economics at Mie University.

(2) Background
Since 2012, the Faculty of the Humanities, Law and Economics at Mie University has
continuously sent a small number of undergraduate students to the Summer Programme at Hertford

College, the University of Oxford.




The project has been partially funded
by the JASSO Student Exchange Support
scholarship since 2014 onwards. Every
summer, students from the Department of
Humanities and the Department of Law
and Economics—the two departments
comprising the Faculty—attend the
programme. Through their participation,
the students have successfully achieved

remarkable improvements in their
academic competence underpinned by Hertford College, University of Oxford
international perspectives and
sophisticated English skills.

Many alumni of the programme, back in Mie, actively join volunteer activities to meet and
help international students, while others set out to study abroad for a longer period, obtain
qualifications (teachers and curators), and write their theses in English.

(3) Results

Given the large percentage of participants who had
never travelled abroad, the pre-sessional orientation course
placed emphases on basic tips for visiting overseas
countries. Without encountering any accidents, all the
participants safely completed the programme.

(4) Significances

Founded in 1282, Hertford College is one of the most The Bodleian Library,
historical colleges of the University of Oxford. University of Oxford

Oxford and its neighbouring areas have unique aspects as a region where the world’s leading
academic institution is located, a region with cultural and historic heritage, and a region which
shares common problems with various places in today’s world. These create an invaluable
educational environment for the students of the Faculty of Humanities, Law and Economics at
Mie University. In the Summer Programme students mostly work in small classes. It is
orchestrated with field studies and extra-curricular activities which draw on the unique
characteristics of Oxford. The participants have abundant opportunities to communicate and
cooperate with the local students (RAS) in the extra-curricular activities. These experiences are
beneficial to the participants, exerting both instant and long-term effects; they will help develop
students’ ability to pursue their studies in their chosen fields and communicate their ideas. These
will also contribute to the fostering of talented professionals who play active roles in various

career paths, with the competence to deal with international as well as regional issues.




