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This study-abroad program for English language training at the University of
Waikato, a national university in New Zealand, organized by the Organization for
International Education and Research (OIER) at Mie University, marked its fourth
year in the 2025 academic year. This program is held twice a year, during summer
break (August—September) and spring break (February—March), with students able to
choose between a 3-week or 5-week course for each session. For this academic year, the
summer session took place from August 11 to September 12 (5-week course), while the
spring session was held from February 23 to March 13 (3-week course) and from
February 23 to March 27 (5-week course).

The host institution, the University of Waikato, is one of only eight national
universities in New Zealand and attracts world-class, talented students. During the
Japanese summer and spring breaks, many students from various Japanese
universities, not just Mie University, visit the University of Waikato for short-term
English language training. Participants from Japan and other countries attend
English classes from Monday to Friday (full days from Monday to Thursday, and
mornings only on Fridays). The classes are designed to be student-centered,
Incorporating activities such as pair work, group work, and out-of-class interviews
with local students to foster practical English communication skills. Additionally,
during the program, Mie University students stayed with local families in homestays,
enjoying meaningful interactions with their host families.

Many students dispatched from our university actively engaged not only in their
studies but also in cross-cultural exchange through English by interacting with

students from other universities and their local host families.




