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Project: Promotion of Research on Bone and Soft Tissue Tumors in the Philippines and Japan
Applicant: Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Mie University Faculty of Medicine.
Lecturer Dr. Tomoki Nakamura

Project concept: To promote the treatment of bone and soft tissue sarcomas, we aim to
facilitate collaborative research and efforts to improve prognosis based on the medical
backgrounds of Mie University hospital (Japan) and the Philippine General Hospital (University of
the Philippines).

Background: Bone and soft tissue sarcomas are rare cancers, and in Japan, the development
of treatments for them has not progressed significantly. On the other hand, when looking at
developing countries, it is easily anticipated that before even considering medical technology,
there are issues with the healthcare system itself—such as costs and the limited number of
specialized facilities—affecting the path from consultation to diagnosis. Therefore, we proposed
that Japan and the Philippines confirm the challenges in bone and soft tissue sarcoma care with
each other and promote collaborative research and initiatives to improve prognosis.

Results:
April to July 2025: Zoom meeting
Oct 2025: Dr. Czar Louie Gaton & Ms. Jenna Gonzalez visited Mie Univeristy
Nov 2025: Dr. Joram Vivo visited Mie Univeristy
Nov 2025: Dr. Tomoki Nakamura & Dr Hironori Date visited Philippine General Hospital
Dec 2025: Two studies were submitted on IRB at Mie university Hospital
Sinificance of this project: This project served as a first step toward conducting
feasible joint research based on the medical situations in Japan and the Philippines.
By exchanging visits between facilities, researchers were able to understand the
level of resources and medical conditions at each other’'s institutions.
Additionally, exchanging opinions on-site helped facilitate smoother research
planning.




