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[Learning Japanese Education in Cross—Cultural Environments: Overseas Japanese
School Internship]

Students from Mie University s Faculty of Education and Graduate School of
Education participated in a 1-to—2-week internship at Japanese schools in Ho Chi
Minh (Vietnam), Johor (Malaysia), and Kaohsiung (Taiwan). This program aims to
provide future teachers with firsthand experience of educational practices in
cross—cultural environments, observing how Japanese children with diverse
backgrounds learn and form their identities abroad. Students assisted in classes,
conducted lessons, and engaged in educational activities reflecting regional
characteristics:

» Johor (Small-scale): Students conducted music and moral education classes
utilizing the small-class environment. They also participated in cultural
exchanges with the local Suria Alam School and joined a whole—school activity
to clean the local Japanese cemetery.

* Ho Chi Minh (Large—scale): Participants observed strict safety management
systems and warm, school-wide collaboration among teachers. They provided
individualized learning support in math and arts, and learned from practices
unique to a large school, such as level-based native English classes and
teacher—rotated moral education.

*Kaohsiung (Co—located) : Located within a local Taiwanese school, participants
observed flexible teaching frameworks across school levels. They learned
detailed questioning techniques tailored to varying academic levels and
experienced unique history education utilizing footprints of the Japanese

colonial era.

Outcomes of the Internship

Participants were deeply impressed by the high adaptability and communication
skills of children living abroad. The internship provided practical insights into
real-world challenges, such as identity formation inmulticultural environments,
teaching the multifaceted nature of history, and the importance of efficient
teamwork for teachers’ work—1life balance. This invaluable experience will
empower participants to become inclusive educators with a global perspective,
capable of empathizing with every child in Japan' s increasingly diverse

classrooms.




