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For the purpose of fostering international minds of the students of Faculty of
Education of Mie University, an educational training program was conducted in New
Zealand, where education reform is rapidly changing. The program was
implemented in collaboration with the Faculty of Education at the University of
Auckland (UA), which plays a central role in teacher training in New Zealand. This
training program consists of learning about the educational system of New Zealand,
classroom visitations of the kindergarten, the elementary school, junior high school,
and high school including the review sessions of the visitations, and participation in
some classes of the UA. The training period was 13 days during Spetember 9 to 23.
Eleven students participated in the program and 5 teachers of Mie University went
to support their activity. The students learned about self-directive school
management, cooperative professional development between teachers and guidelines
to meet individual requirements of students. From the results of a questionnaire
about this training, it was found that the students deepened their thoughts about the
educational methods in New Zealand and their understandings about evaluation and
multicultural education in Japan. In addition, their interest for studying
international understanding increased as did their “motivation” and “independent
learning abilities”, both of which are educational goals of Mie University. This
program is planned to continue indefinitely as an overseas training program in our

faculty.




