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The English-study program at the University of Waikato, New Zealand, was the
first short-term oversea program offered by Mie University after the spread of
Covid-19. The number of participating students was 21, which was more than our
expectation and may indicate that many students wanted to (but were unable to)
go studying abroad under the Covid-19 environment.

For three weeks from September 5t to 234, at the University of Waikato,
participating students took intensive English classes and stayed at the regional
residents’ homes. Also, every Thursday, our students enjoyed attending “English
Club”, in which international students and the students from the University of
Waikato talked and chatted. In addition, during their stay in New Zealand, our
students actively kept finding opportunities of different kinds of experiences. For
example, they went sightseeing in surrounding cities, watching a rugby game at a
stadium, and getting a free pass for using a gym of the University. These were the
opportunities that they found by their own, not by being informed by teachers and
administrative staff.

The main objective of this program was to improve the English proficiency of the
participating students, but another objective was to experience, understand, and
accept different cultures. The post-program reports find our students’ positive
comments such as, “I was happy that people understood my English”, “I became
not reluctant to communicate in English”, and “I am more motivated to study
English”. Regarding different-culture experiences, the student’s comments were
also positive: “It was a good opportunity to experience foreign culture”, “I enjoyed
living with my host family”, and “Normal daily life was fun (including going

shopping at a supermarket)”.

(A class of the last day of the program)






