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We conducted an "Overseas Education Training Program in Collaboration with the
Faculty of Education, University of Auckland" from March 2nd to 18th in 2024. This
program involves visiting local schools and participating in classes at the Faculty of
Education, University of Auckland to engage in cross-cultural experiences. Observing
educational systems and practices abroad helps broaden perspectives through
contextualizing our own educational challenges, significantly enhancing self-directed
learning skills and motivation towards education. The main objectives of this training

were as follows:

1. To learn about multicultural education for a globalized society (practices tailored to
different cultures).
2. To learn about educational systems different from those in Japan and broaden

students' views and thoughts on teaching in diverse environments.

Additionally, this educational program counted towards 2 credits for undergraduate
field research abroad or 2 credits for graduate special field research abroad. This

program started in 2011, and this was the 11th time.

There were a total of 16 participating students, including 10 from the Faculty of
Education (7 in English education, 1 in school education, 1 in art education, and 1 in
mathematics education) and 6 graduate students. 2 faculty members from the Faculty
of Education (Hiroko ARAO, English education course, and Hiroto KUNINAKA,
science education course) served as escorts. We departed from Chubu International
Airport on the 2nd, arrived on the 3rd, and were welcomed by host families. On the
4th, we visited New Market Primary School, where we learned about the New Zealand
school system and the actual situation of primary education through explanations from
the principal and interactions with students. On the 11th, we visited Freemans Bay
Primary School to observe the latest trends in elementary education. On the 13th, we
visited Takapuna Grammar School and Belmont Intermediate School to deepen our
understanding of secondary education in New Zealand through classes, school life, and
explanations from the principals. Other activities included attending lectures at the
University of Auckland on "Effective Pedagogy" and "Global Education Policy for
All"etc, where we learned about educational capital and global educational trends. We
also experienced Maori culture, history, and the social structure of New Zealand
through Maori cultural tours and visits to Waiheke Island. We departed from Auckland
on the 17th and returned home on the 18th.




Throughout the program, participating students gained more knowledge through
explanations from local teachers while experiencing cultural differences, societal
diversity, school education reflecting those diversities, and classes that respect
individuals and enhance their abilities, thereby enriching their educational

perspectives.

Having a broad educational perspective is crucial in the teaching profession. Rather
than adhering to the current situation in Japan, understanding different cultures,
educational philosophies, and systems leads to acquiring flexible thinking and
attitudes, enriching the qualities of teachers and contributing to the development of
education in Japan. Participating students were able to actively engage in exchanges
with host families, lecturers at the University of Auckland, teachers and students in

schools. The program contributed to international activities for students.






