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This study-abroad program for learning the English language and foreign culture, offered by
Center for International Education and Research (CIER), Mie University, is conducted as the
first trial at the University of South Carolina, USA. This program offers six weeks of stay,
which is the longest period among those of the other short-term abroad programs offered by
CIER, Mie University. This time, Mie University students stayed in the US from August 21% to
September 29™ to take English classes there.

The institute for this program, where Mie University students studied, is English Programs
for Internationals (EPI) at the University of South Carolina. At EPI, students from different
countries in the world study English (for some students, as a preparatory study for entering a
US university). Three types of classes are offered there: Vocabulary & Writing, Reading &
Grammar, and Speaking & Listening. Each type of classes are divided into 6 different levels,
and a student takes appropriate levels of classes for his/her English proficiency. A class size is
small, which usually includes about 10 students, in which Japanese students are only 2 or 3.
Therefore, Japanese students cannot speak only in Japanese with other Japanese students, and
they must have many opportunities to communicate in English with students from other
countries. Also, the classes at EPI are often student-centered in order to train students’ practical
English ability. Specifically, pair work and/or group work are frequently assigned on students,
and sometimes they must go out of the classroom to interview with college students at the
university.

The students from Mie University attended the classes and interacted with students from
other countries in and out of classrooms. They became close friends and even went on a small
trip to other cities together. From those experiences, the students were exposed to many
intercultural experiences. Also, the students from Mie University stayed at nearby citizens’
houses in the house-sharing style, and the house owners friendlily took care of the students.
When they had to come back to Japan in September, one of the students cried because she
wanted to stay there, which implies that this program was a precious and important experience

for the students.

(Partying with students from multiple countries)






