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Differences in e-mails used to express gratitude
Comparing Japanese Native Speakers and Chinese Native speakers

MoMosE Minori

{Abstract)
This paper investigates and analyzes the differences in the way expressions of
gratitude are expressed between Japanese Native Speakers (JNS) and Chinese
Native Speakers (CNS) in e-mail discourse. As a result, it was found that the
difference is that JNS e-mail discourse expresses gratitude by using multiple
expressions of gratitude in long, polite sentences, while CNS e-mail discourse
expresses gratitude by using short, concise expressions of gratitude in everyday

language.
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Do young Japanese children immediately think
of God as a supernatural being?

Towmita Shohei and NisHITANI Yuria

{Abstract)
The purpose of this study was to clarify whether young Japanese children
immediately think of God as a supernatural being and to what other beings besides
God they attribute supernatural abilities. We also examined the developmental
process of the concept of God’ s mind. We presented 58 4-, 5-, and 6-year-old
children with a box that was dark so that they could not see what was inside (dark
box task) and a box that was closed so that they could not know what was inside
(closed box task) . We then asked them who could see/know what was inside the
box. We also presented them with God, Santa Claus, ghosts, fairies, aliens, and
humans, and asked them who could see/know what was inside the box and why. The
results of the study showed that only a few 6-year-olds spontaneously mentioned
God (30% in the closed box task) , and most children did not immediately think of
God as a supernatural being. Instead, they thought of special animals, special
humans, or ghosts. In addition, the number of children who answered “What

» .
humans cannot see or know, God can” increased from 4 to 6 years old.

Key Words: God, Supernatural being, Mind cognition, Conceptual development,
Young Japanese children
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The Corresponding Chinese Expression for the Japanese Word “Sasuga”

Zuou Shichao

{Abstract)
This study examines the meanings and usages of various expressions of sasuga in
modern Japanese, focusing on their corresponding expressions in Chinese. The
analysis reveals the following points. First, when modifying verbal or adjectival
predicates, sasuga corresponds to the Chinese expression “43 i Jg& - ¥ B /& ---,” while
sasugani corresponds to “{HJ& - BARIE - .” Second, when modifying nominal
predicates, both sasuga and sasugawa align with “Fffij&,” whereas sasugani aligns with

“ HARIL A —F¢ .” Third, sasuga no can be divided into two uses: when modifying the

*

subject, it corresponds to “ j&---ff]-- #f---,” and when modifying nominal predicates,
it corresponds to “ 44 f|H: 5211 .” Finally, when sasuga functions as a predicate, it corresponds
to “ AL+ AFRC4 5 .7 Through this analysis, the study clarifies how each variant
of sasuga conveys a specific nuance in modern Japanese, and how these nuances can

be appropriately reflected in Chinese.
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Research with Japanese Student Tutors from Fall 2024

SHoj1 Shinichi

{Abstract)
This paper reports the research with Japanese student tutors for international
students at Mie University in the Fall semester in 2024. The research utilized data
from the student tutors’ reports and that from a survey conducted with the student
tutors. The outcome indicated that most Japanese student tutors were heling for
international students’ daily lives, rather than for the international students’
studies. Also, Japanese student tutors found benefits from their communications
with international students; benefits such as gaining intercultural experiences,
getting interested in foreign cultures and languages, noticing differences of their own
language (Japanese) from other languages, and so forth. However, the survey results
detected some tutors who had problems in their relationships with international
students. In order to solve this problem, the Center for International Education and
Research, Mie University, might need to consider the genders of a tutor and an

international student when matching them.
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