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Thai Field Study

[A] Aims of this field study:

1. To understand Thailand and the surrounding areas in South East Asia from the
perspectives of two types of NGOs: operational and advocacy NGOs.

2. To understand where Japan and other developed nations stand through understanding
issues related to NGO activities in Thailand and the surrounding areas.

3. To engage in activities with students at Thammasat University, one of our partner

universities in Thailand.

[B] Field study leader, guide & interpreter, and participants:
1. Seiki Ayano: Leader (Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Law and Economics)
2. Toshiyuki Doi: Guide and interpreter (Director, Mekong Watch)

3. 5 undergraduate students in the Faculty of Humanities, Law and Economics

[C] Schedule:
1. Pre-field-study workshop (conducted by Toshiyuki Doi)
(i) December 6, 2023 (Thailand in space and time: Its geopolitics and history)
(i1) January 25, 2024 (NGO roles in the Thai society)
2. Field study schedule
February 16: Orientation session (after arrival in Bangkok)
February 17: Ethnic and cultural minorities in Thailand (Ko Kret)
February 18: Slum in Bangkok, Sathon (NGO: forOldy)
February 19: The largest slum in Bangkok, Khlong Toey (NGO: Sikkha Asia Foundation)
February 20: Group research activities in Bangkok
February 21: Thammasat University (Rangsit campus) lecture on Thai modern history and
women’s status, and a half-day trip to Ayutthaya with 7 undergraduate
students from Thammasat University.
February 22:
- Morning: Lecture by Ms. Akiko Sato (Liaison Officer, United Nations.
Developmental Program) at the United Nations, Bangkok
- Afternoon: Introduction to the modern political history of Thailand (Bangkok
city tour)
February 23: Group activities and reviewing the field study

February 24: Flight back to Kansai Airport

[D] Reviews of the filed study by the participating students
* The experience I gained through the Thai field study, not only from knowledge but also from

feeling with my five senses, will be deeply engraved in me and will guide me when I am lost in my

future life.




* Through this Thai field study, I think I was able to achieve my goal of “obtaining a new sense of

(k3

value.” During the nine-day study, I experienced various “firsts” and definitely broadened my
horizons. Because I was able to grow like that, I feel like it shouldn't end like this. By connecting
this experience to forming one's own values in the future, the field study should become more
meaningful.

* Through this field study, I was able to have a valuable experience that I would never have been
able to on my own, and it gave me the strength to live.

There is a strong relationship of trust between residents (in Bangkok's slum areas), and they have

a safety net that allows them to help each other if something happens. I felt strongly that there was a
need to reconsider how we interact with the local community.

* While trying to communicate on your own and playing catch-up in conversation, you will realize
that international cooperation is surprisingly simple, and the most important thing is to accept the
other person and try to have a conversation. It made me think that communication starts from there.

* I was able to learn about Thailand’s unique culture and history.

With Students from Thammasat University United Nations, Bangkok






