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Thai Field Study

Aims of this field study:
1. To understand Thailand and the surrounding areas in South East Asia from the
perspectives of two types of NGOs: operational and advocacy NGOs.
2. To understand where Japan and other developed nations stand through understanding
issues related to NGO activities in Thailand and the surrounding areas.
3. To engage in activities with students at Thammasat University, one of our partner

universities in Thailand.

Field study leader, guide & interpreter, and participants:
1. Seiki Ayano: Leader (Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Law and Economics)
2. Toshiyuki Doi: Guide and interpreter (Director, Mekong Watch)

3. 5 undergraduate students in the Faculty of Humanities, Law and Economics

Schedule:
1. Pre-field-study workshop (conducted by Toshiyuki Doi)
(i) December 7, 2022 (Thailand in space and time: Its geopolitics and history)
(i1) February 14, 2023 (NGO activities on issues related to slum and industrial pollution)
2. Field study schedule
March 5: Orientation session (after arrival in Bangkok)
March 6: Introduction to Thai history (Bangkok city tour)
March 7: The largest slum in Bangkok, Khlong Toey (operational NGO: Sikkha Asia
Foundation)
March 8: Thammasat University (Rangsit campus) lecture on Thai history, and a half-day
trip to Ayutthaya with 11 undergraduate students from Thammasat University.
March 9: Water and soil pollution caused by Win Process recycling company in Nong
Phawa Village (advocacy NGO: Ecological Alert and Recovery-Thailand)
March 10: Air pollution issues affecting the Sanam Chai Khet Organic Agriculture Group
(advocacy NGO: Ecological Alert and Recovery-Thailand)
March 11: Ethnic and cultural minorities in Thailand (Ko Kret)
March 12: Reviewing the field study
March 13: Flight back to Nagoya

Reviews of the filed study by the participating students
—  Close-knit communities even in the economically deprived and environmentally challenged
areas such as the Khlong Toey slum or Nong Phawa Village have made me realize how

weak social connections are in Japan, and how important it is to act together for improving




our environment.

—  On the basis of our discussions in the Khlong Toey slum, I learned not to be too pessimistic

about our future.

— Through this field study, I was able to obtain a new perspective, and to broaden my horizon.

— Irealized the importance of verbalizing thoughts, ideas and opinions, and of improving

English

— I gained knowledge about Thai culture and history

Khlong Toey, the largest slum in Bangkok

Lunch with Thammasat students

Farmers in Nong Phawa explaining polluted rubber plantation

Visiting organic farm in Sanam Chai Khet






