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Cross cultural exchange by participating in Japanese language Zoom discussions with

students at overseas partner schools (Discussion in Japanese) 2022

Fukuoka Masako (Center for International Education and Research)

(1) Implementation:

Continuing from the previous year, in 2022, we held an online “Learning Japanese and about
Japan via Zoom Discussions with Students of Overseas Partner Universities” for the purpose
of improving the Japanese language skills of students at overseas partner universities,
promoting mutual exchange and understanding of different cultures, and attracting
international students. Under the title “Language and Cross-Cultural Understanding 2022

(Japanese Discussion)” the program was delivered

(2) Project implementation results
(2) —1 Implementation details

Schedule: November 9, 2021 to January 25, 2023, 16:20 to 17:50, 9 sessions in total

Participating universities and number of participants: University of Heidelberg 2 (Germany),

Ho Chi Minh City University of Education 5 (Vietnam), Maejo University 1 (Thailand), National
Sun Yat-sen University 1(Taiwan), Universidade de Sao Paulo 1(Brazil), Universitas Padjadjaran
5 (Indonesia), Guangxi University 3 (China), Guangxi University 2 (China), Anhui Agricultural
University 8 (China), Mie University 3 (Japan), which was 28 people from 8 countries in total.
(1) Students from overseas partner universities and Japanese students at Mie University will
respect each other's different cultural perspectives, learn about Japanese society and culture, and
have discussions on Zoom. (2) Participants will hone their powers of observation about society and
culture and cultivate the ability to organize and present their own thoughts.

Contents: (DStudents from overseas partner universities and Japanese students from Mie
University will explore each other's perspectives on different cultures, learn about Japanese
society and culture, and have discussions on Zoom. @Students will improve their ability to
observe society and culture, and develop the ability to summarize and present their
thoughts.

+ Main schedule: 1st to 3rd orientation, how to proceed with discussion, chair group decision,
4th to 8th: discussion led by each chair group, 9th feedback, winner announcement, Zoom
exchange, Submission of the questionnaire.

- Themes proposed by the chair group: "Do we need to live together before marriage?",
"Should elementary school students have smartphones?" and "Do you agree or disagree with
the opinion that linguistic ability (foreign language and mother tongue) is more important

than human ability?"
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(2) —2 Questionnaire results

The "Japanese Discussion”" questionnaire consisted of 22 items, but the results of 9 items

are shown (100% return rate for participants with an attendance rate of 60% or higher)
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Q25.0ther impressions

« Even though my Japanese level is N3, I was very happy to be able to participate in the
” Japanese Discussion” and have conversations with everyone in Japanese. I will use this
experience as an opportunity to study Japanese more (Brazil).

+ I deepened my understanding of the culture and way of thinking of the participating
countries. It was a fun class (Germany).

- Language is a tool for communication. The “Japanese discussion” gave me the opportunity
to interact with people from different countries and cultures. I think it’ s an experience
you’ 11 never forget (China).

« It was a lot of fun to talk with people from different countries. I was able to practice
my conversation and make friends. It was a pity that I could not express my opinion more
during the discussion, but it was a good experience (China).

« Fortunately, I was able to participate in this class and was able to discuss and share
opinions with students from different countries. Teachers sometimes review the content,
so everyone has the opportunity to express their own opinions, and I feel that the classes
are fulfilling (China).

« At first, I didn’t understand what the teacher was saying, but gradually I became able

to understand what he was saying. It was a very meaningful discussion, and I was happy




to be able to take classes with students from different countries (China).

« Until now, I had been studying Japanese by myself, so my grammar was not correct and
my vocabulary was insufficient. But thank you for being so kind to everyone. I will continue
to do my best in Japanese (Taiwan)

« The classes are more interesting than in China, and this is a rare opportunity for a
discussion—style class like this. I often take online classes, but this is the first time
I have participated in a class with high expectations every time (China).

« It was my first opportunity to interact with an overseas university. It was a pity that
I could not communicate smoothly due to my lack of language skills, but I will continue
to participate and improve my skills (China).

« I was happy to participate in this program. I improved my Japanese by meeting a teacher
and new friends (Indonesia).

« Through this class, I realized that my Japanese level is still insufficient. I want to
study Japanese more. It was interesting because there were a lot of new things (China)

« It was difficult to discover the differences in foreign cultures, but it was great to
be able to talk with people from other countries that I would not be able to interact with
in my daily life (Japan).

(3) Significance of business

Based on the results reported in (3), the following four points can be cited as the
significance of this project

(D I was able to contribute to mutual exchange and cross—cultural understanding between
the students of our university and those of our partner universities.

® We were able to improve the Japanese language skills of international students at partner
universities who were unable to study abroad due to the corona crisis, and provided them
with opportunities to learn.

@ 71.4% of students wished to study abroad at Mie University (graduate school) (excluding
responses from Japanese students). By continuing and implementing this project in the
future, it can be expected to attract foreign students.

@ 1 was able to sustainably develop international exchanges with overseas partner

universities.

(4) Business development potential

We can consider the following four points as the business development potential, but we
would like to continue to consider business development potential in the future

(D By continuing this project, we can contribute to attracting international students to
Mie University (graduate school).

® International exchanges with partner universities can be sustainably developed

@3 Promote support for Japanese students studying abroad and support for international
students.

@ Develop global human resources who can play an active role in the world




(5) Positioning in mid-term goals and mid-term plans
It seems that it corresponds to 1 (8) O @ @ of the 4th medium—term target / medium—term
plan below. Measures to be taken to achieve goals related to improving the quality of

education and research:

(8)-1 In order to cultivate human resources who can play an active role internationally
with a global perspective both in Japan and overseas, we will enhance COIL classes, which
are international co—learning classes, and as a result strategically recruit excellent
international students. And we will enhance the Japanese language education program in

order to educate about Japan as well as Japanese language

(D Increase the number of subjects including COIL classes in which students from different
cultures and languages participate to 5 or more subjects. (3) Increase the percentage of
foreign students enrolled by at least 10% compared to the results during the COVID-19
crisis. @ Increase the percentage of students who experience short—term study abroad
dispatch, international events (organized by departments), etc., including online, by 10%
or more compared to the results during the COVID-19 pandemic while enrolled in undergraduate

and graduate schools






