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The cover page design is entitled : "The Dragon”
Designer : Hiroaki Okada
(Associate Professor, Faculty of Education, Mie University)

The cover page illustration was produced by using as a motif a traditional textile pattern
called "Ise Pattern". This is a pattern typical to Mie Prefecture where Mie University is
located. Its title is "The Dragon", and was produced by the end of the Edo Era.

Since old times, Japanese have referred to scenes or phenomena of the nature, espe cially
the Dragon, for their painting. A pattern like the present one has success fully survived

the test of time as a painting motif up to present days.
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The 11th Congress of Japanese Society of Endourology and ESWL
—A perspective of New Medical Technological Advancements in the Coming New Era—
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In front of the main meeting hall

The 11th Annual Meeting of Japanese Society of En-
dourology and ESWL was held in Yokkaichi, Mie Pre-
fecture on 21 and 22 November, 1997. Fundamental
theme of this meeting was a review of technological ad-
vancements in ESWL, Endourology and Minimally Inva-
sive Surgery in the past and a perspective of those in
the coming new era. This basic concept was discussed in
a Three Wise Men Talk, entitled "Introduction of a new
type of medical technology and evaluation of its effects'.

Plenary sessions consisted of one special lecture,
one educational lecture, two invited lectures, one sympo-
sium and one panel discussion. A special lecture, enti-
tled "Basic and clinical aspects of thermotherapy" was
given by Dr. M. Kikuchi. An educational lecture, entitled
"Endourologic surgery ; present and future' was given
by Dr. Y. Ono. One of the two invited lectures given by
Dr. H. L. Tan (Singapore) was entitled "Recent advances
in pediatric minimally invasive urology with special ref-
erence to the management of renal calculi and UPJ ob-
struction'. The other, given by Dr. H. N. Winfield (U.S.
A.), was entitled "Laparoscopic surgery : current ap-
plications to the kidney & adrenal gland".

One symposium entitled "Current problems in the

ESWL and endourological treatments from the point of

cost effectiveness' was moderated by Drs. M. Yokoyama
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1. "Perspective of Laparoscopic Procedures for the
Upper Urinary Tract and Adrenal Grand"
Howard N. Winfield, M. D. (The Cleveland
Clinic Foundation)

EER R 2. "Rcent Advances in Paediaric Minimally Invasive
Urology with Special Reference to the Manage-
ment of Renal Calculi and UPJ Obstruction"

Hock Lim Tan, M. D. (Gleneagle Medical

Centre, Singapore)
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1. "Initial Clinical Experience of ESWL with the
New Sonolith Sigma Lithotripter."
Patrick J. Coloby, Ala Abdelwahab and the
members of the IHLU
(Centre Hospitalier Rene DUBOS)
_ . II. "The Use or Transurethral Needle Ablation
FrFar
I (TUNA) as an Office-Based or Outpatient De-

patment Treatment for Symptomatic BPH and
the Report on the US Randomized Clinical
Study Comparing TUNA and TURP for Symp-
tomatic BPH."
Muta M. Issa (Emory University School of
Medicine)

BRETEFEHIC
With main guests in the party

and K. Suzuki. One panel discussion, entitled "Teflon
and collagen injection therapies" was moderated by Drs.
E. Higashihara and T. Terachi. In addition, two kinds of
luncheon seminars were provided. One was an introduc-
tion of a new type of Edap Technomed Sonolith Sigma
Lithotripter which was given by Dr. P. J. Coloby
(France), moderated by Dr. Y. Ohishi. The other was a
report on the US randomized clinical study of transure-
thral needle ablation (TUNA), compared to TUR-P in
the treatment of BPH which was given by Dr. M. M.
Issa (U.S.A.), moderated by Dr. M. Mrai.

I would like to express my appreciation to all mem-
bers who had submitted 131 free papers, which were put
into three categories such as 87 podium, 25 poster and
19 video presentations. I was very pleased that all par-
ticipants were able to communicate and exchange their

experiences through presentations and discussions.
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The 29th Annual Congress of Japan Pancreas Society
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One of the meeting places crowded with many participants

DDW-Japan

DDW Japan1998FH&=
Opening ceremony for DDW Japan 1998

The 29th Annual Congress of the Japan Pancreas
Society (JPS) was held in Yokohama from April 15 to
18, 1998, as a part of Digestive Disease Week Japan
(DDW-Japan 1998 ; Pacifico Yokohama).
DDW-Japan 1998 comprised five simultaneous, full-
scale congresses of academic societies : the Japanese
Society of Gastroenterology, the Japan Gastroen-
terological Endoscopy Society, the Japan Society of He-

venue

patology, the Japan Pancreas Society, and the Japan
Biliary Association. A total of 11,585 members from all
over the country attended for four days and benefited
from the scientific event. DDW Japan was inaugurated
in 1993 in an attempt to make the conferences of the
participating societies more economical and more effi-
cient. Year by year the number of participants has in-
creased, and the 1998 meeting was the largest in the
history of DDW Japan. Registered participants could
attend any of meetings. With this in mind, the program
of the 29th Annual Congress of the JPS (JPS Con-
gress) was carefully scheduled. Current topics on clini-
cal problems were selected mainly for the symposium,
the panel discussion, and workshops so that participants
who were not very familiar with the field of pancreatic
diseases could better understand. More specialized top-
ics or issues in pancreatology were presented in the
free paper sessions.

The program of the JPS Congress was mainly
scheduled on April 15 and 16, and a total of 211 presen-
tations (42 presentations at the symposium, etc., and 169
free papers) were made and thoroughly discussed. The
program committee of the meeting selected three inter-
esting papers from among the 169 free papers for a 60-
minute plenary session to allow thorough discussion.
The topics organized by the program committee were
"Problems in the classification of pancreatic carcinoma’
as a symposium, 'Criteria for the diagnosis and severity
for acute pancreatitis’' as a panel discussion, "'Diagnosis
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Special lecture by Prof. L. William Traverso using dual
projection slides of English and Japanese languages
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and treatment of endocrine tumors of the pan-
creas', ''Differential diagnosis between chronic
pancreatitis with an inflammatory mass and
pancreatic carcinoma', and "Has extended sur-
gery for pancreatic carcinoma contributed to
improving of the outcome ?'" as workshops.

A special guest from abroad participated,
Prof. L. William Traverso, MD of the Depart-
ment of Surgery, Virginia Mason Medical Cen-
ter, Seattle, who is well known for having
popularized pylorus-preserving pancreatoduo-
denectomy (preservation of functional pylorus
and stomach) for diseases of the pancreatoduo-
denal region as an improvement over standard
pancreatoduodenectomy (with hemigastrectomy).
He gave an excellent lecture entitled "Indica-
tion and outcome of pylorus-preserving pan-
creatoduodenectomy”. Another special guest, Dr. H.
Arita, PhD (Shionogi Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd), gave an
interesting lecture entitled "The role of phospholipase
Avin the function of various organisms', and described a
novel synthetic phosphlipase Azinhibitor.

As president of the meeting, Prof. Y. Kawarada (Mie
University), presented a memorial lecture, entitled "The
changing spectrum of surgical procedures for pancreatic
cancer and proposal of a new staging system for inter-
nationalization", because the attitude toward surgical
treatment and the classification system of pancreatic
carcinoma in Japan differ significantly from those in
Western countries.

A special program, "Pathologist consultations on
pancreatic diseases', was organized so that physicians
who had difficulty making a final diagnosis were able to
came together bringing along histological specimens and
other materials related to their cases, and consult with
four prominent pathologists specializing in pancreatic
diseases : Prof. T. Morohoshi (Showa University), Prof.
Y. Kato (Cancer Research Center), Prof. K. Suda (Jun-
tendo University), and Prof. Y. Konishi (Nara Prefec-
tural University).

This meeting was considered successful and very
fruitful for further step in advancing the field of pan-
creatology.
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International Symposium on Pulmonary Embolism in Mie
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Discussion in the Symposium®

FRERI
Discussion in the Symposium(®

Pulmonary Embolism is a common and elusive dis-
ease that, if undetected, can cause considerable suffer-
ing and even death. If it is accurately diagnosed in a
timely manner it can usually be treated successfully. In
the U.S. more than half a million people are afflicted
with pulmonary embolism each year. In Japan, however,
it was considered as a relatively rare disease. More re-
cently over the last ten years, it was recognized to be
more common affliction and this reflects our increased
awareness.

Professor Goldhaber and I agreed to organize the
first International Symposium of Pulmonary Embolism
to be held in Japan. After two years deliberation the
following aims were identified :

1. To present a comprehensive and up-to-date review

of pulmonary embolism.

2. To highlight several areas of active and exciting re-
search that could have important clinical implica-
tions in the future.

3. To clarify the difference of pathophysiology of the
disease in Japan compared to western countries.

To achieve these objectives the Symposium has been
divided into four sessions with contributions from four-
teen invited speakers. The topics of these sessions are
as follows :

Session 1-Epidemiology
Session 2-Diagnosis
Session 3-Treatment
Session 4-Prevention

Finally, I would like to thank those individuals who
were essential for the realization of the Symposium,
namely, the speakers, the members of the organization

committee and the participants.
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3rd Mie International Workshop on Reactive Intermediates (MIWRI- II)
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Poster Session

The MIWRI, which started in 1995 and attained its
third year in 1997, was held at the small hall in Mie
University's auditorium on Nov. 29 to Dec. 1.

The workshop consisted of two half-days of small-
group discussions with a full day of plenary session in
between. The plenary session had ten lectures by cele-
brated leading chemists and 31 poster-presentations by
young researchers including graduate students. All the
lectures impressed us with the newest findings. Among
others, Prof. Stang from Univ. Utah fascinated the
audience by explaining how a great number of small
molecules get together as if of their own will, trans-
forming themselves into one big molecules in a beautiful
shape, to which Prof. Jones from Princeton Univ. pro-
posed to give a name of "wonderful molecules". The
presentations at the poster session were no less excel-
lent than the lectures and were followed by enthusiastic
questions and answers.

In addition to American chemists, we had partici-
pants from Canada, Germany, Austria, Poland, Greece
and Korea, and also had many scholars and students
from all over Japan. The number of the participants was
75. The banquet was subsequently held in the same hall.

We are planning the fouth meeting of this workshop
from July 31 to August 1 in 1999. A full-scale interna-

tional conference in this field is held in some place in

the world every year. So we are thinking of such a con-

BF=TH13Y
Shot at the Reception
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Lecture by Professor Stang (Utah University)

T3 AR (T MKRE) DHEE
Lecture by Professor Jones (Princeton University)

ference on a larger scale based on this workshop in near
future, where we will be able to make the most of the
experience we had in the workshop.

Lastly I would like to thank the students in my labo-
ratory for their help during the workshop and also to
express my gratitude to the International Exchange
concerned

Foundation of Mie University and the

authorities.
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International Meeting ‘Mie Bioforum 98”
—Genetics, Biochemistry and Ecology of Cellulose Degradation—
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All participants (the first day)
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Heated discussion

The Mie Bioforum 98 entitled "Genetics, Biochemis-
try and Ecology of Cellulose Degradation”" was held at
Suzuka Circuit Hotel, in Suzuka City on September 7 to
11, 1998. The symposium is organized by Mie Univer-
sity School of Bioresources and National Food Re-
search Institute, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fishery and sponsored by Bio-oriented Technology Re-
search Advancement Institution (BRAIN).

Large amounts of cellulose and xylan in the plant
biomass, which are photosynthesized by solar energy,
were left to be utilized because of their toughness to be
solubilized. For enhancing their utilization, their solubi-
lization by enzymes and/or microorganisms was dis-
cussed in addition to the characterization of the en-
zymes, their gene structures and some transformants of
the organisms. The cellulase complex, so called cellu-

losome of anaerobic bacteria, was well analyzed mainly
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Poster discussion

by Israel and French scientists. The enzymes from cel-

lulolytic fungi were well defined by the scientists from
North Europe. Analysis of cellulase genes from rumen
microorganisms were mainly developed by Canadian and
Japanese. However, deletion of the rumen genes in the E.
coli hosts still remained to be solved. These were 32
oral presentations, including 10 invited ones, and 80
poster presentations. Total participants were 189, in-
cluding 58 persons from 21 countries. Half-day excur-
sion to the Japanese Sake Brewery, traditional paper
hand craft Ise Katagami and F-1 racing course by bus in
Suzuka Circuit were very exciting not only for visitors
but also for Japanese. Young Japanese participants
seemed to have stimulated their research potential very
much by discussing with famous scientists in the impor-

tant publications in this field.
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Foreign Student’s Viewpoint

Visit to an elementary school

One day, I visited a class of a Japanese elementary
school for my pedagogic lesson. It was my first experi-
ence.

Before I come to Japan, I heard from my friend in
Japan that Japanese pupils fool around in class but
school teachers don't reprove for them.

What is happening in Japanese schools ? I thought,
long time ago, from TV or newspaper, we Chinese heard
that Japanese schools's management for their pupils
were very strict, and of course the teachers were, too.
Why are they becoming so easy ? I went to elementary
school with these questions.

After we got to the school, when we went into it, we
had to change our shoes to slippers like everyone in this
school does. It is very different from Chinese schools. I
thought the environment in Japanese school is clean. I
think classrooms and corridor are also well cleaned. We
started to watch the class standing rear of the room.
“Ohayo", the teacher and pupils greeted each other as
“Good morning”, and then teacher began to teach. What
my friend told me was true. The teacher was sweet and
gave earnestly lessons.

The pupils seemed to be quiet and concentrated their
mind on the teacher's lecture at first. But later, the at-
mosphere in the classroom changed gradually. It became
loud, some laughed, some other talked to each other and
one pupil was looking around and another looked into a
book which is not the one of the class. The teacher real-
ized that, but didn't warned anything and kept teaching.

I made myself remember the Chinese schools. Chi-
nese elementary schools are very different from Japa-
nese ones. The management for the pupils are very
strict. For example, during a class, the pupils must sit
politely keeping their hands holding together behind
their back. They must consentrate on their lessons.
They never do things which are not related to the class.
They are many homeworks, too. It usually takes about 3
hours to finish them.

From this point of view, Japanese style is good be-
cause they are very active. But there is a lack of strict-
ness. In Chinese style are very strict but no freedom. If
we conbine the both way of teaching style and make a
new kind of style, that style will be good for the devel-
opment of pupils' intelligence, body and mind, altogether.
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Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences [295]
Humanities [105] : Social Sciences [190]
Faculty of Education [280]
Training Course for School Teachers [200] : Course for Informative Educa-
tion [60] :Course for Continued Education [20]
Faculty of medicine [180]
Medicine [100]
Nursing [80]
Faculty of Engineering [420]
Mechanical Engineering [85] : Electrical and Electronic Engineering [90] :
Chemistry for Materials [100] : Architecture [45] : Information Engineer-
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Faculty of Bioresources [281]
Bioresources [281]
Total [1,456]
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Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences [10]
Graduate School of Education [41]
Graduate School of Medicine [60]
Graduate School of Engineering Master's Program [76]
Doctor's Program [12]
Graduate School of Bioresources Master's Program [88]
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@College of Medical Sciences
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1,766
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