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Yasuo TAKEMURA, President of Mie University

Many Western countries have such research fields as
Japanese Studies, Indian Studies, aimed at grasping the
realities of various countries as a whole. However now,
research is done within fields strongly partitioned in
both space and time, and specializing in the many facets
of a given country at a given time.

Contrarily to the former approach, a global image of
the world is hard to be grasped, and the survival of the
humanity within the 21st century becomes difficult to
ascertain. Therefore the need of an integrated approach,
with multidisciplinary research fields, which in fact is
really possible only within the University framework.

Any University with no exchange with the surround-
ing local community is wasteful. Indeed formerly, Uni-
versities used to interact only with their pairs. But
now, they have to interact with the local realities at the
prefectural level, meaning thus more direct and fruitful
cooperation.

After three years of successful joint-research with
the UNCRD, we are now glad to participate in the new
joint—research programme with all Mie Prefecture. With
the support of Governor Kitagawa for its fulfilment, I
wish successful research activities to all the partici-

pants.
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Masayasu KITAGAWA, Governor of Mie Prefecture

With the advent of information—oriented societies and
the wide variety of exchanges, the world is truly becom-
ing “borderless” in economic and social terms. Local
governments are now expected to make full use of their
abilities and special characteristics in carrying out poli-
cies that will benefit the residents.

The aims of this joint research project which started
in 1996 are to perform collaborative research on sub-
jects rooted in regional communities by lowering barri-
ers between educational, industrial, and government or-
ganizations, and to share the results with other re-
searchers throughout Japan.

This year research was done under six important
themes common to all communities, and I am confident
that valuable proposals will result from this research.

A total of 114 researchers are participating in this
joint research project, including 45 from Mie University.

I hope that the scope of research and the number of
participants will be growing in the coming years.

I look forward to the further strengthening of the
‘partnership’ between higher education organizations
and the Prefectural Government through this joint re-
search, so that our shared strength can work towards

building a new Mie Prefecture.
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The Comprehensive Study on the Development
and the Environmental Preservation Around the Ise Bay
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The scene of “the GIS and Ise Bay Climate” group

Recently methods of environmental management have
significantly changes. There are two causes, one is “the
global environmental problems” and the other is the
awareness on the limit of old environmental management
systems which lasted for about a quarter of century.
The former urged us to understand the policy and inves-
tigation must be more closely connected, and the latter
urged us to perform various measures besides the regu-
lation elaborates by the municipality to companies.
There fore we have to devise “a new framework (para-

digm)” and “a new institutional design”.
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Landsat TM images around Tsu City. In early 1980s (left), many plant and hous-
ing sites (red circles) were developed, while golf courses (blue circles) were re-
markably increased in late 1980s (right).
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The members of this research team are : 12 schol-
ars from Mie Univ., 4 scholars from other universities,
and 6 staffs of Mie Prefecture. Our team comprises
three sub—groups. One is “the GIS (Geographical Infor-
mation System) and Ise Bay Climate”, the second is “the
evaluation of the pollution in Ise Bay”, and the third is
“the environmental administration and policy”. Our
challenge is to set a common aim of constructing a sound
environmental information data—base, from which vari-
ous researches could be launched.

The cooperative study between the administration
and the academists is a first experience for all the mem-
bers. Although some small problems still remain, we
are glad to find that almost everything is changing for
the better. The Environmental Research Center (pre-
fectural institute) is now taking a very active part
within our team. They also recognize the necessity of

“a new framework and a new institutional design”.
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The Methodological Study on the ‘Recurrent’ Education (Re—education)
for Industrial Technicians
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It is known that two important missions of our univer-
sity are the daily education for students and the aca-
demic research. Moreover, many arguments about other
missions of university function have been presented, on
occasions of the discussion on the university innovation
for 1990’s. It is now accepted that an additional and

important mission of the university is how to contribute

to the public people with an incentive of lifetime learn-

ZEROMERS I F—DOHKF
Seminar of Forestry section in Mie Area

ing, in relation with the open—university concept.

For this reason, we started an invesigation about the
methodology of reducation for the public people in in-
dustrial and farming fields. This program was sup-
ported by the Mie Commission of Higher Education In-
stitutions in the current year.

The activity program was as follows :
Agriculture—Forestry—Fishery section :

1) Symposium of ‘Forestry in Mie Area—New
Machanization for Forest Reproduction’, at Mie
Kinrofukushi Kaikan (Tsu—shi) on November 30,
1996.

2) Symposium of ‘Agriculture in Mie Area—Rice
Cultivation in the Twenty—one Century’, at Mie
University, on December 7, 1996.

3) Symposium of ‘Fishery in Mie Area— Cultivated
Fishing in East-Kishu Area’ at Owase Gyogyo
kyodokumiai’ Hall (Owase—shi) on December 14,

1996.
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Engineering section :

1) Lecture of ‘Elementary Theories of Vibration and
Noise and their Measurement and Valuation’, at
Joyful Hall of Fujidenki Co,. Ltd. (Yokkaichi—shi)
as a series of 4 lectures on successive Saturdays
from January 18 to February 22, 1997.

2 ) Lecture of ‘Polymer at the Interface’ , at Mitsub-
ishi Chemical Co,. Ltd. (Yokkaichi—shi) as a series
of 6 lectures on successive Saturdays from De-
cember 21, 1996 to February 15, 1997.

3) Lecture of ‘Elementary of Polymer Synthesis and
Its Recent Development—Structure Control’, at
Mitsubishi Chemical Co,. Ltd. (Yokkaichi—shi) as a
series of 6 lectures on successive Saturdays from
December 21, 1996 to February 15, 1997.

More than 50 participants gathered for each program,

and many questions and answers were exchanged.
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Research on the Training and the Activities of Volunteers
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REXBERS > T 1 7HE
Meeting of Volunteer for Assistance in Calamity

It is indispensable to make plans for the training and
the activities of volunteers, such as, the necessity of

volunteer's education, and the contents of the volunteer's

activities as well as detailed supporting means for such

EREAS > T 1 7EE
Meeting of Volunteer for International Activities

activities. This research group aims at studying and in-
vestigating the policy for training and activities of vol-
unteers. Research activities were performed mainly in
the following 2 ways :

1. Volunteer organizations or individual volunteers

were classified into 8 categories and interviewed

directly.

Do

. Volunteer organization in this prefecture were in-
vestigated in the form of a questionnaire.

The 8 categories are as follows : A) volunteer for
welfare activities, B) volunteer for international ex-
change, C) volunteer for education, D) volunteer for the
protection of the environment, E) local/citizen volunteer,
F) volunteer for disaster and refugees, G) volunteer
for culture and traditional arts, H) volunteer for
human rights. Through interviewing the heads of
these 8 categories of volunteer organizations, we
have understood gradually the problems and diffi-
culties the organizations are facing.

The questionnaire forms were distributed to 800
volunteer organizations, and so far, we have ob-
tained about 400 answers. Now, such data will be
processed and analyzed statistically. Utilizing such

data, we are planning a practical research program

to make suggestions for political policies which are
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Meeting of Volunteer for Promoting Social Walfare

practical to both the local government and private or-
ganizations. As time is very limited, it seems difficult
to have a complete analysis. Nevertheless, well utilizing
the limited time, we are trying to look for a new hope
for volunteer campaign in Mie prefecture.

We would like to emphasize on the point that we held
a symposium on January 26th, 1997 named “Launch the
new volunteer campaign in Mie prefecture” in the Mie
General Culture Center to obtain the advises about the
development of the volunteer campaign directly from
those who are concerned with volunteer activities.

The following researchers participated in this re-
Akio Ito, Tatsuhiko Ueno, Toshiaki Sato, Hi-
Chigusa, Yuki
Yamane, Katsuya Kodama (Mie University), Futsuko

search :
roaki Mori, Tooru Yamauchi, Eiji
Tanioka, Kooji Horiba (Yokkaichi City University),
Anandar Kumara (Suzuka international University), Hi-
karu Uda (Matsusaka University), Masahiro Fukagusa
(Kogakukan University).
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Katsuya KODAMA

Associate Professor,

Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences
(Doctor of Sociology)

Born in 1959
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For more Autonomy of Local Government
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The constitution of Japan recognizes the principle of
local autonomy, which the Meiji Constitution did not
know. This principle demands the local governments to
be independant of national government and to be demo-
cratic self governments managed in acordance with the
residents' will. The principle of local autonomy is one
of the most essential elements of democracy. But in
fact, National government in Japan has had full powers
over local governments and has controled them by finan-
cial powers for about 50 years since the end of World
War II.

Recently the situations has changed. The group of lo-
cal governors insists to transferr more powers from na-

tional to lacal governments. National government estab-

lished the Commitee of Local Autonomy (CLA) to re—

consider the relation between national government and

.__.. 2 v e L -
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The Symposium on the Autonomy of Local Government : main lecture
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The Symposium on the Autonomy of Local Government : panel discussion
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The CLA published the first report on December 20th 1996

local governments in 1995. The CLA published the
first report on December 20th 1996, which recom-
mended the abolishment of KIKAN ININ JIMU, that is
national public affairs managed by local government of-
ficials under the control of national government. The
CLA also recommended to increase the number of local
public affairs managed by local government indepen-
dantly.

Our research group was organized to study how to re-
alize the autonomy of local government. We study four
aspects of this problem. The first is to assertain the
significance of local autonomy from a viewpoint of pub-
lic participation. The second is to study how to organ-
ize local government. The third is to study how to en-
sure their financial indepandancy. The fourth is to re-
consider the ideal of local autonomy. The principle of

local self-government is very important for our democ-

racy. We will publish our report in March 1997.
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A Study of the Information—oriented Policy in Aging Societies : A Summarizing Report
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Mie Prefecture is becoming an aging society more
rapidly than the average speed of the whole country.
While aging in society, their rural regions become de-
populated at the same time, particularly the mountainous
areas. Therefore Mie Prefecture must support those
aging areas through Prefectural policies. For their en-
forcement we think that the highly developping informa-
tional media are useful.

In this joint research between Universities in Mie
Prefecture and the Mie Prefecture, we set two study
groups : (D the study group for medical and health care
services for aged people, and the supporting information
networks, and @ the study group for environment plan-
ning for promoting old people’s welfare in aging socie-

ties.

The following members from Mie University take part

in those studies.
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The teleradiology system using digital satellite network
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@ Group : Studies of medical and health care serv-
ices for aged people and the supporting
information networks
Mitsunori Tsuda (Prof., Faculty of Medicine),
Tsutomu Shiino (Prof., Faculty of Engineering),
Kei Inoue (Associate Prof., Faculty of Medicine),
and two scientists from other universities.
@ Group : Studies of environment planning for
promoting old people’s welfare in aging
societies
Toshitake Kuji (Prof., Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences), Tadashi Murasawa (Prof., Fac-
ulty of Education), Tsutomu Shimomura (Prof.,
Faculty of Education), Yuichirou Naka (Prof.,
Faculty of Engineering), Teiji Watanabe (Prof.,

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences), and

four scientists from the other universities.
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The Present Condition of Child Abuse and Non Government Organizations
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‘Child abuse’ has became a serious social problem in
recent years, as is known by the media reports. ‘Child
abuse’ refers to a series of violent, sexual, and/or psy-
chological abuses against children, as well as rearing
negligences by parents.

Since the problem became serious in this country, ac-
tivities to prevent child abuses from occurring have
been made everywhere in Japan by research projects and
Non—Government Organizations, or NGO, especially in
Osaka, Tokyo, and Nagoya.

Under the circumstances, the present condition of
child abuses in Mie Prefecture also have to be clarified.
Accordingly, in the fiscal year 1966, we have con-
structed a questionnaire to survey people who may be in
positions to learn something about child abuses : pedia-
trists, nurses, social workers, staffs at public health
centers, teachers of Kindergarten, elementary and junior
high schools, and so on. The items include 1) the
knowldge of the matter, and 2) the opinions against con-
structing information networks for preventive purposes.

Right now, the survey which holds an exceptionally
large sample size of 1,500 is well under way by mail.

We believe that the analysis of
the survey will help us create the
| procedures to follow.

In terms of human resouces,

Mie prefecture apparently holds a

H limited capacity compared with
Sl those in metropolitan districts.
w2 s Therefore, it must be realistic to

: .fl . take into account a limited capac-

ity to deal with the problem in
.,.' " o this prefecture.

r ’ We are no doubt facing a hard

1 task to create a support system

that fits best to us.
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for Investigation

Classification Table of Child Abuse and two Questionnaires
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The 11th Congress of Japanese Society of Endourology & ESWL
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Date :

21th (Fri)~22th (Sat) November 1997

Venue :

Mie—ken Yokkaichi—shi City Culture Hall
2-5-3 Yasujima, Yokkaichi, Mie

Guest Speakers :

2 from Foreign Countries

5 from Japan

Open to the Public : 8,000 yen
Coordinator :

Juichi Kawamura

Professor, Faculty of Medicine, Mie University
Office :

2-174 Edobashi, Tsu—shi, Mie 514 JAPAN
Department of Urology, Faculty of Medicine,
Mie University

Phone : 059-231-5026 Fax : 059-231-5203

756 = SERRM A RAERR R
56th Annual Meeting Japanese Society of Agricultural Machinery
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Date :
1th (Tue)~4th (Fri) April 1997

Venue :
Faculty of Bioresources, Mie University

1515 Kamihama—cho, Tsu—shi, Mie 514 JAPAN

Open to the Public : 6,000 yen

Coordinator :
Masasuke Ichikawa

Professor, Faculty of Bioresources, Mie University

Office :
1515 Kamihama—cho, Tsu—shi, Mie 514 JAPAN
Phone : 059-231-9592 Fax : 059-231-9591
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Outline of Mie University 5,473, 489nt

@Location
1515 Kamihama—cho.Tsu—shi.Mie 514.Japan
@F aculties. Departments. Courses [Capacity of Admission]
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences [295]
Humanities [95] : Social Sciences [200]
Faculty of Education [330]
Training Course for Primary School Teachers [160] : Training Course for
Junior High School Teachers [70] : Training Course for Handicapped Chil-
dren's School Teachers [20] : Training Course for Kindergarten Teachers =518 (Mie Prefecture)
[20] : Course for Informative Education [60]
Faculty of medicine [100]
Medicine [100]
Faculty of Engineering [410]
Mechanical Engineering [105] : Electrical and Electronic Engineering [110] :
Chemistry for Materials [110] : Architecture [45] : Information Engineer-
ing [40]
Faculty of Bioresources [306]
Bioresources [306]
Total [1,441]

@Research Divisions [Capacity of Admission] EAIR
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences [10] To Osaka ? -
Graduate School of Education [37] 8-+~ TOBA
Graduate School of Medicine [60]

Graduate School of Engineering Master's Program [76]
Doctor's Program [12]
Graduate School of Bioresources Master's Program [88]
Doctor's Program [12]

BS
KASHIKOJIMA

AF¥
Pacific Ocean

Total [295]
@Graduate Course [Capacity of Admission]
Graduate Course of Special Education (Majoring in Education for the Men-
tally Retarded) [30]
@ Special Course [Capacity of Admission]
Special Course of Agriculture [30]
@College of Medical Sciences [Capacity of Admission]
Nursing [80]
@Number of Faculty and Staff
1,811
@Number of Foreign Students (19 Countries)
225
@Total Land Area
5,473,489m’ (=1,353acres)

—m—m— J R# (JR Line)
- TSR (Kintetsu Line)
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