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The cover page design is entitled : “The Sparrow in the Cherry Tree",
Designer : Hiroaki Okada

(Associate Professor, Faculty of Education, Mie University)

The cover page illustration was produced by using as a motif a traditional textile pattern
called “Ise Pattern". This is a pattern typical to Mie Prefecture where Mie University is

located.

This paper pattern, entitled “The Sparrow in the Cherry Tree'", was produced by the end
of Edo Era. It is a delicate and elaborated design found on many old fusuma (sliding

doors) in Japan.
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Mie University in the 21st Century
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It is not possible to evaluate one period of time
while being in the midst of the same, said Goethe. This
means that it would be a task of enormous difficulty for
us to learly grasp the essence of the present so as to
draw a clear picture of how our University should be in
the near future.

Universities were first established in Japan during
the Meiji Era as “seat of learning', in order to educate
the elite of our nation. Despite the rapid increase in the
number of universities since the end of the war, that
kind of concept has not changed so much, so far.

However, history presents a lot of people of brilliant
learning who were outside the universities. And consid-
ering the general trend in the increase in the number of
4-year universities, we feel in rather difficult to call the
universities as seats of learning. And for many students,
university life has become nothing but a passing point in
their life, before going into society. Therefore, in order
to be a member of the seat of learning, it is no more
sufficient just to belong to a university, but you need
something more than a university.

Roughly speaking, the role of universities can be
summarized as follows, from the standpoints of social
needs and tradition :

1. Educational institution : students'education, tech-
nique and qualification.

2 . Institution for learning and research.

3. Institution directly instrumental in social develop-
ment in the form of tripartite collaboration among in-
dustry, administration and academia.

Some universities are moving toward the traditional
type 2, while a lot of other believe they should concen-
trate on type 1. What direction then Mie University
should take ?

Some teachers will say that, while accepting the type
1, we should expect a trend toward type 2. However,
since the current situation tends to emphasize the type
3, we see that the choice is very hard to be done.

This implies that our only possible direction is to
push for the fulfillment of our graduate school. But con-

sidering the size of Mie University, we would prefer the
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creation of an independent research division, instead of
the present form of faculty-based graduate school. For
this a strong and active interdisciplinary cooperation is
a must. And this is the only way to insure an authorita-

tive university can survive into the 21st century.
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The Common Educational Reform
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—The 2nd Stage——

Japanese universities have started doing educational
reform since 1994, following the instructions of the
Ministry of Education, Culture and Science, by revising
the university establishment Standards.

The “Common Education”" reform in Mie University,
started in 1996, has been carried on according to the
following three lines : reform of curriculum, reform of
the structural management, and reform in the techniques
of management.

This can be summarized in the following five impor-
tant points :

1. Basic education and special technical education are
carried on during the first year.

2 . A small-number educational system is introduced.

3. Class form focus on three themes : enlightment,
evolution and fixation.

4 . Informal education for beginners is carried into the
initial terms of education.

5. Improvement of communicational hability through
languages education.

(see details in “Educational reform in Mie University",

by H. Nishikawa, in this issue).

The “reform of the structural management" is the
organ dealing with the organization of the new curricu-
lum, on “separated themes" basis.

The steering organization consists of the following :
the chairman, the educational affairs special committee,
the common education committee, the departmental com-
mittees, and the self-inspection and evaluation commit-
tee (see details in “A view of 21st through the Mie Uni-
versity Reform", June, 1997).

Moreover, in order to implement these reforms, the
revision of the computer system, so as to fit to the new
curriculum and the new organization, was felt necessary,.

In order to be executable, we need first to momen-
tarily stop the computer system, and then change the
subjects names according to the new curriculum, as well
as their organization and the related credits system.
For this, the “reform in the techniques of management"
is being carried on, in order to secure systematic ‘re-

form of curriculum" and “reform of the structulal man-
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Volunteers who are working in a students computer room.

agement".

Fortunately, we got support from the “1997 Univer-
sity Reform Steering Fund" and would publish on the
“Common Education Network" the following documents
: the namelist of Professors related to the Common
Education, the 1998 Table A (i.e., lists of subjects titles
and the related teachers), the 1998 Table B (i.e., 1998
syllabuses), the 1998 Table C (i.e., lists of subjects and
related teachers for part-time professors).

Efforts are being made so that the present informa-
tions could be grasped by chairmen of each department
concerned with Common Education.

Thus, the Common Education organization in Mie
University has fulfilled all the three objectives of : re-
form of curriculum, reform of the structural manage-
ment, and reform in the techniques of management, at
the same time.

And those reforms will be examined further and up-
dated as the second stage of the reform, which will fo-
cus on the improvement of the quality of the teaching

contents, will be carried on.
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In ordinary circumstances, people think that the
graduate of the medical department is to be a doctor,
and that the graduate of Faculty of Education is also to
be a teacher.

Until quite recently, to be a teacher was not so much
difficult. But recently, to be a teacher is very difficult
by the decreasing children's population.

In responce to the needs of a highly developed and
rapidly changing society, the Course for Information
Sience Education was established in 1990, continuously
Course for Continued Education was founded in 1997.

The Course for Information Sience Education is
comprised of two department : Information Processing
Sience and Social Information Science.

The Course for Continued Education was founded in
order to meet the needs efficient instructors and leaders
of continued social education in a broad sence. It con-
sists of the following two majors : Kinesiology Sience
and Consumer Sience. Both Courses are expected in fu-
ture.

Now, the students in the training Course for School
Teachers are expected to have a practical teaching abil-
ity to positively abreast with the rapid changes of soci-
ety.

The Graduate School of Education and Attached Fa-
cilities are expected to promote producing people who
are able to do research and have practical experience in

the field of education or its related fields.
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On the Establishment of the School of Nursing
in the Faculty of Medicine
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CEXEERNSERERBRELA

With the rapid increase of elderly population, the
change of types of disease, and the change of health and
welfare system, people are getting more and more con-
cerned about their own health and about well educated
health care workers.

Fortunately, Mie University could found the School
of Nursing in the Faculty of Medicine in October, 1997.
Although the School of Nursing have 50 years' history
of nursing education which began in 1948 as a nursing
school attached to university hospital, the education was
not done in university.

The responsibility of university seems to be : to
promote the application of knowledge, cultivate creativ-
ity, and to do research about the whole mechanism.

Nursing is the caring to the response of a human be-
ing or human beings related health problems. It is to
care clients as a total person, physically, psychologi-
clally, socially, spiritually, and developmentally. In a
word, nursing must think and care person's parts
through a whole person. But nursing is still in the mid-
dle of academic learning, which has been trying to sys-

tematize the philosophy, the theory, the concept, and the
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practice of nursing.

In the future, the School of Nursing has a plan to
establish graduate courses for nursing specialists, edu-
cators, and researchers. Simultaneously, the school is
planning to open classes for the community people to
learn about health promotion and about the way of car-

ing the sick and handicapped people.
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Kazuko ONISHI
Professor, Faculty of Medicine
(Doctor of Medicine)

Dean of College of Medical
Sciences

Born in 1947
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The Department of Physics Engineering has been
newly-established in the Faculty of Engineering, Mie
University, in April 1997.

In order to cope with many difficult problems such
as global environment, energies, resources, medical
services, aging society and food, and to keep enjoying a
richer and more wealthy life in the twenty-first century,
the creation of new sciences and technologies is neces-
sary. Nanotechnology may be the most promising of
them, and the main theme about which our department is
organized. Nano means 10 ’and nanotechnology is a
technology which produces substances and parts of one
to a hundred nanometers in size. Its application has al-
ready started and has been successful in many fields
such as electronic materials and devices.

Next, an explanation will be given of the idea and
quality of education in our department. Nanotechnology
needs knowledge and technique in wide fields. So, our
department has an education and research system where
physics, mechanical and electronic engineerings are
smartly combined in terms of their distinguishing fea-
tures. In other words, our department educates students
who understand physics, mechanical and electronic engi-

neerings, because they are eagerly expected to become

very important brains in nanotechnology.

O 4 BEM
Laboratories | Education and Research Field
w1 L% | BT
Quantum Quantum l:fhysics
Mechanical Wy Bl
Engineering | Material Science
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Beam Technology
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no Nanoelectronics
PV AE A
Nanoprocessing
MBTEROBREMEAR

Organization of Education and Research
in the Department of Physics Engineering
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Center for International Students : Objectives and Tasks
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To promote international student exchange means
nothing but to establish better relations with other
countries. Japan must not forget the scars of the last
war that yet remain primarily in Asian countries. For-
eigners who come to Japan as students and deepen their
perception and insights towards the Japanese and their
culture are assets for future national security.

The Center for International Students has been
founded in April 1997 in order to provide systematic
education and guidance for all international students at
Mie University. The Center currently offers language
and culture courses to intensive Japanese language
trainees, one-year exchange students and graduate/un-
dergraduate students.

The Center has several projects in order to enhance
its functions : 1) to examine possibilities to introduce a
special program for exchange students with courses
taught in English : 2) to develop cross-cultural educa-
tional opportunities for Japanese students : 3) to obtain
the Center's own space that includes classrooms, stu-
dent lounges, offices and so on, and 4) to increase the
quality and the quantity of international student housing.

Nonetheless, internationalization of Mie University
cannot be promoted without an understanding and coop-
eration by the local society that surrounds the Univer-
sity. Thus, the Center also needs to develop cooperative

relationships with local governments and civil organiza-

tions.
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Opening of Center for International Students
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Professor, Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences

(Master of Laws)

Director of Center for International
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The Third International Symposium on Microstructures
and Mechanical Properties of New Engineering Materials (IMMM’97)
and The International Seminar on Microstructure, Micromechanics,
and Processing of Superplastic Materials (IMSP’97)
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Two vital international symposia were organized by

Mie University, and were held in Sansui Hall, On Au-

gust 6-9, 1997, and where the number of participants

F o | " was about 250 scientists.

The objective of the
IMMM'97 symposium is to
discuss and  exchange
knowledge on recent devel-
opments in the material
science, and to make inno-
vative contributions to this
research field.

During the IMSP'97,
the deformation mecha-
nisms of superplastic phe-
discussed.

nomena were

Ise shine

The development of super-
plastic material has got strong expectancy from the in-
dustrial sides because of its quite unique mechanical
properties.

Very big contritutions and understandings were re-
cieved from Mie Prefecture, the Association of Chubu
Aero-Space Industry, and around 30 companies related

with this research field.
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Masataka TOKUDA

Professor, Faculty of Engineering

(Doctor of Engineering)
Born in 1944



F4O IXRZFERFEYI AV NEZF— I VRIDL
HRICHIFD7 I 7 D1%E
—AO-BfE-IXILF—RIE—

The 4th Tri-University International Seminar and Symposium
The Role of Asia in the World
—Population, Food, Energy, Environment——
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The fourth  Tri-
University International
Joint Seminar & Sympo-
sium was held from No-
24-29, 1997,

hosted by Mie Univer-

vember

sity. Totally 48 papers
were presented including
3 special lectures and 6
keynote speeches. A to-
tal of 50 people coming

from Jiangsu University

Enjoying eating rice cake at Sayonara party
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of Science & Technology,
China, Chiang Mai University, Thailand, Mihigan State
University, USA, and University of Tasmania, Australla,
participated in the discussion. The objective of this
event was to give opportunity, especially for younger
students and researchers to promote international expe-
rience through the symposium. Fruitful discussions were
held on four global issues of population, food, energy
and environment through the paper presented during the
symposium. Included in the event, all participants visited
the typical electronic and car industries as a study tour.
The fifth event will be held in October 1998 in Thailand,
hosted by Chiang Mai University.
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Nobutaka ITO

Professor, Faculty of Bioresources

(Doctor of Agriculture)
Born in 1942
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The 64th Annual Meeting of the Central Japan Ophthalmological Society
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Date :
October 2nd ~4th 1998

Venue :

Yokkaichi Civic Center

Yasujima 2—-5-3, Yokkaichi City

Presentators :

9 invited speakers from USA, Germany, India and Japan
Open to the Public : 13, 000yen(Advance Registration)
Coordinator :

Professor, Yukitaka UJI

Dept. of Ophthalmology, Mie University

Office :

2—174 Edobashi, Tsu, Mie 514-8507

Dept. of Ophthalmology, Mie University School of Medi-
cine
Phone :

059-231-5027 Fax : 059-231-3036
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1998 Tokai-Section Joint Conference of the Seven Institutes
of Electrical and Related Engineers
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Date :

Sep. 21, 1998~ Sep. 22, 1998

Venue :

Mie Univ.

1515 Kamihama-cho, Tsu-shi, Mie-ken, Japan
Presentators :

About 800 almost from Japan

Open to the Public : 1,000 yen

Coordinator :

Professor, Goro SAWA

Dept. of Electrical and Electronic Eng., Faculty of Eng.
Mie Univ.

Office :

1515 Kamihama-cho, Tsu-Shi, Mie-ken, 514—8507 Japan
Dept. of Electrical and electronic Eng. Faculty of Eng.,
Mie Univ.

Phone : 059-231-9402 Fax : 052-231-9442
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Genetics, Biochemistry and Ecology of Cellulose Degradation
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FEEN - 059-231-9622 Fax : 059-231-9634
B+ A — U ! onishi@bio.mie-u.ac.jp

Web pages : http : //www.bio.mie-u.ac.jp/chem/obi/top.

html

Date :

7th(Mon) ~ 11th(Fri) September 1998

Venue :

Suzuka Circuit Hotel

7992 Ino-cho, Suzuka-shi, Mie

Guest Speakers :

27 Invited Speakers from USA, Canada, France, Israel,
Sweden, UK, Australia, South Africa, Germany and Japan
Open to the Public : 20,000 yen

(Accommodation : 70,000 yen)

Coordinator :

Professor Kunio OHMIYA

Faculty of Bioresources, Mie Univesity

Office :

1515 Kamihama-cho, Tsu-shi, Mie 514—8507 Japan
Applied of Microbiology, Faculty of Bioresources, Mie
University

Phone : 059—231-9622 Fax : 059-231-9634

E-mail : onishi@bio.mie-u.ac.jp
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1515 Kamihama—cho.Tsu—shi.Mie 514-8507.Japan
@F aculties. Departments. Courses [Capacity of Admission]
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences [305]
Humanities [115] : Social Sciences [190]
Faculty of Education [280]
Training Course for School Teachers [200] : Course for Informative Educa-
tion [60] :Course for Continued Education [20]
Faculty of medicine [180]
Medicine [100]
Nursing [80]
Faculty of Engineering [430]
Mechanical Engineering [90] : Electrical and Electronic Engineering [90] :
Chemistry for Materials [105] : Architecture [45] : Information Engineer-
ing [60] : Physics Engineering [40]
Faculty of Bioresources [296]
Bioresources [296]
Total [1,491]
@Research Divisions [Capacity of Admission]
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences [10]
Graduate School of Education [41]
Graduate School of Medicine [60]
Graduate School of Engineering Master's Program [76]
Doctor's Program [12]
Graduate School of Bioresources Master's Program [88]
Doctor's Program [12]
Total [299]
@Graduate Course [Capacity of Admission]
Graduate Course of Special Education (Majoring in Education for the Men-
tally Retarded) [30]
@Special Course [Capacity of Admission]
Special Course of Agriculture [30]
@College of Medical Sciences
@Number of Staff
1,809
@Number of Foreign Students (26 Countries)
239
@Total Land Area
5,473,489m’ (=1,353acres)

=E12 (Mie Prefecture)
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