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A Japanese envoy to China in the Tung Dynasty observed that Japanese are good at receiving information
but poor at sending it.

In the past, a number of Japanese professors perpetuated this with their policies toward younger research-
ers. These professors would not allow the younger researchers to write many papers. The professors felt only
the highest quality papers should be written and the younger researchers were not capable of writing such pa-
pers, Naturally, even the most talented researchers did not publish much in that environment.

In the Meiji era or earlier, Japanese scholarship may have been able to depend only on receiving informa-
tion. but no longer. This is true not only of individuals but also of research institutions. In trade, an import
export imbalance can create friction, Likewise, in research, information must be both received and sent.

This is why Mie University has decided to encourage sending information.

Many young scholars now publish papers freely. As knowledge advances so rapidly, it is necessary for
them to cooperate in joint projects, especially in the natural sciences,

What projects is Mie University undertaking as a research and educational institution? What fields and
what kinds of study do the researchers take up here?

What problems does Mie University face with a decrease of Japanese students and increase of foreign stu-
dents? The answers to these questions are not fully recognized even on our campus, but we will try to share
our perceptions,

Through this publication, we hope to send information to the world, We await with great anticipation the

response from our readers.
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Chiang Mai Universily's float in a parade during the famous "Loy Krathong”
Festival of floating lanterns in Chiang Mai, Thailand (Movember 28,1993.)

A Letter with Love from Chiang Mai,
Rose of the North in Thailand

Chiang Mai University Plant Biotechnol-
ogy Research Project in Thailand

Masanao UMEBAYASHI

Team Leader

Chiang Mai is 700 years old. It was originally a
capital of the northern country and still now it has
its own culture and warm hospitality, like Nara or
Kyoto in Japan. Chiang Mai University has been a
sister university of Mie University since August
22,1989,

Chiang Mai Uni-
versity was estab-
lished in 1964 as the
first provincial uni-
versity in Thailand
outside Bangkok, the
capital. The univer-
sity has 15 faculties
and 104 departments
with 14,400 students
on a 300 ha campus
of many big trees
and some original
forest. The univer
sity brochure states
“The number of stu-
dents  has  grown
faster than available
dormitory space. To-
day only T0% of the
student body can be
accommodated on
campus.”

On August 1,
1993, Japanese Offi-
cial Development Assistance (ODA) started a five
vear technical cooperation project entitled Chiang
Mai University Plant Biotechnology Research Pro-
ject (CMUPB). This Project is implemented by the
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) with

the cooperation of Mie University and kagawa Uni
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Mai University, is coming to the Faculty of Bioresources, Mie University, at the end of April this
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versity. Both universities are responsible for dis
patching three or four experts long term and five or
six experts short term to Chiang Mai University
each vear. Also, equipment worth 40-50 million yven
is supplied each year (200 million yen for five years).
Three or four trainees from Chiang Mai University
are sent to both universities each vear.

I was dispatched alone to Chiang Mai last Octo-
ber to be the team leader of this project for one year.

The project’s goal is to contribute towards gen-
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Researcher, Faculty of Agriculture, Chiang

erating agricultural activity and enhancing produc-
tivity in the northern part of Thailand, by means of
plant biotechnology research at Chiang Mai Univer
sitv,

To estahlish the technology for a practical pro.
duction system for selected seedlings for agricultural
crops, plant tissue culture and plant protoplast tech-
nology research is conducted together with culture

medium and environmental effects research for aceli
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matization of these seedlings to the field. Seminars
and workshops based on the above research are of-

fered to academic staff and the public for the pur

poses of final technology transfer.
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Thai project leader Associate Professor Prasartporn SUMITAMANA, Faculty of Agriculture, Chiang Mai Uni-

Hn) %0 4p ik L C 4 2 4 versily, teaches at our workshop, “Plant Protoplast Isolation and Fusion™.
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My dream to live in Chiang Mai, Rose of the
North in Thailand, has come true. Please come and
see me during vacations, taste the tropical fruit and
Thai food, and enjoy the beautiful nature and culture
here,

With love from Chiang Mai,

Masanao
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Masanao UMEBAYASHI

Professor, Faculty of Bioresources

(Dactor of Agriculture)

Born in 1933
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A morning class at Michigan State

Academic Cooperation
with Michigan State University

Masami HATANO

Chairperson, Subcommitte, International Programs

Twenty vears have passed since Mie University
started an academic cooperation Program with
Michigan State University, It was in fall, 1983, thai
both universities entered into a general agreement
for academic cooperation. For 10 vears before the of-
ficial signing in 1983, the Faculty of Education had
its own exchange program, but it did not include the
whaole university.

In the first exchange, a Mombusho scholarship
student was sent to Michigan State. The Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences also started sending
students to Michigan State in 1983. As of 1993, there
have been 36 scholarship students. In addition to
sending students, both universities exchange publica.
tions. More than 50 professers from Michigan State
have been invited to Mie for lectures and seminars
and in return for this, several professors from Mie
have been invited o Michigan State,

Michigan State University is a leading land-
grant university with 43,000 students in 14 colleges.
On a campus of more than 5,000 acres, it has its own
power station and campus police system. It issues a
daily paper, and even broadcasts morning dramas
through the TV Station (Channel 23) at the College

of Communication Arts and Sciences. It has a foot.
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ball stadium with 76,000 seats and two 18-hole cham-
pionship golf courses, The library holds more than 3
million books.

The summer program was started at Michigan
State in 1984 and welcomed its 10th anniversary last
summer. In the morning, the program offers an inten-
sive course in English, and in the afternoon, several
special lectures on American culture by the profes
sors at Michigan State. There have been 213 student
participants in the ten years of the exchange pro-
gran.

International cooperation will be a matter of su-
preme importance in the 21st century. | helieve that
Mie University can be expected to play a leading
role in this. Hopefully, the academic cooperation
with Michigan State University will be a leading

model for international cooperation.
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Faculty of Humanities &

Professor,
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Ambassadors of Japan to Their Own
Countries

SANGA NGOIE KAZADI

In the last few decades, Japan has gained strong
economical and techonological muscle, thus securing
second position in the world. Now it is facing the
process of internationalization, seeing its land in-
vaded by overseas researchers and students — my-
self being one of them — from many fields.

The Japanese Government has set a target of

100,000 foreign students in Japan by the vear 2000,

This policy is designed to cope with and enhance its

international image.

“Adrican Fashion Show" by
African  foreign  students’
wives. (Toyokawa, Mov.|991).

| want to stress here that merely accepling for-
cign students, or increasing their number, cannot be
fruitful without some support for these students.
These students need housing, laboratory space, lan-
guage training, cultural understanding, human con-
texts for social relationships. With these, foreign stu-
dents can become actively involved in Japanese soci-

r_" - I:l_.r.

Exchange Party in Hachioji
(Tokyo, Mov.1931)
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From left to right, Dr.Sanga, H.E.the Ambassador of Burundi, H.E.the Ambas

ety and avoid being a
hindrance to anvone.
Japan would gain
a lot by simply making
foreign students’ lives
more tolerable. One of
the most important of
these gains could bhe
the good will foreign
students can take home.
A world-wide network
of “Friends of Japan"
has to be seen as the
most  reliable  diplo-
matic base for the fu-
ture of Japan in the in-
ternational community.
Given the perspec-
tive of the problems
and opportunities above,
I would like both Mie
Prefecture  and  Mie
University o address
the difficulties of for-
eign students living in

this area.

A lecture on the Global Enwironment by Dr.Sanga in Burundi (Aug. 1993)
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SANGA NGOIE KAZADI
Associate Professor, Faculty of Edu-
cation (Doctor of Seience)

Born in 1952
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Students of the Japanese Course

Evening Japanese Course
At Mie University

Takayuki NAKAHATA

“I want to study Japanese. But there seems to be
no place to study around me." The number of people
from abroad is going up in Mie Prefecture, and the
need for Japanese language education is also increas-
ing.

For those who feel like the person initially
quoted, Mie Universily provides Japanese courses in
the evening from 6: 00 panto 7:30 pom. every Tues-
day and Friday. There are three classes, from begin-
ners to intermediate, and a total of 60 people from
various countries come together in the classes,

The courses started in September 1992, spon-
sored by The Mie University International Exchange
Fund. Previously, since there was no Japanese course
for bheginners, international students who had not
studied Japanese before coming to Japan were rather
at a loss. After setting up the courses, not only the
students but also their families found a plece where
they could learn Japanese.

The classes are also open to people
from abroad living anywhere in the
prefecture. So yvou can see in a class
room a businessman, an English teacher,
a housewife, and her child too.

We hope to accept many interna-
tional students at Mie University, and
at the same time, we think we play an
important role for the people in Mie

Prefecture,
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International Cooperation Project
by the Department of Pediatrics,
Mie University Faculty of Medicine

Minoru SAKURAI

The international cooperation activity by the
Department of Pediatrics has been going on since
1983, The most active pasts are Noguchi Memorial
Institute for Medical Research (University of Ghana)
and Zambia University Teaching Hospital, both of
which belong to the medical cooperation project of

the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).

“Technical cooperation project” contains three
branches : MDispatch of Japanese experts, @Dona-
tion of materials, and (3DTraining for trainees from
developing countries. Many trainees study hard in
our department.

Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Re-
search has been keeping the relation with our depart-
ment for more than 10 vears. More than 10 doctors
from our Department visited the Institute, and macde
many kinds of cooperative research seventeen arti-

cles have been published in journals whose subjects
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include epidemiology, infection and immunity, mater-
nal and child health.

The first step for epidemiological investigation
was a household survey which needed house to house
visiting. Malaria and diarrheal disease have been
very important targets for research. The parasite
rate, chloroquine resistant malaria, and enteropatho-
genic microorganism were investigated. Vaccine pre-
ventable diseases such as measles, poliomyelitis, tu-
berculosis, pertussis and tetanus are also most im-
portant abjects of study. The research for heat stable
vaccine and adequate time of measles immunization
is going on. The third meeting of the children's Vac-
cine Initiative (CVI1) in kyoto (1993) invited 3 doctors
{rom our department.

Zamhbia University Teaching Hospital Project
(JICA) has a seven years' history of cooperation with
our department. We started the cooperation project
with a neonatal intensive care unit, and then rear-
ranged it as a communicable diseases projecl. Ac-
quired immuno deficiency syndrome (AIDS) and diar-
rhea are two major subjects for research.

Moreover, we joined the Japan Medical Team

for Disaster Relief (IMTDR), WHO's Polio Eradica-
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tion Program Training Course, and the Grant for in-
ternational health cooperation research (Ministry of
health and welfare, Japan). In addition, an interna-
tional project sponsored by the Mie University, Fac-
ulty of Medicine, "Maternal and Child Health Pro-
ject in Tanzania' is going to be launched.

International medical cooperation activity is one of

the most energetic parts of our department,
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Conservation and Maintenance of Natural
and Urban Environments for Asia Re-
gional Development

— Mie University=-UNCRD Joint Research
Project on Environmental Management
and Regional Development in Asia—

Yukimaru SHIMIZU
Chairman, Organizing Committee for the Mie University-UNCRD
Joint Research Project

The joint research project between Mie Univer-
sity and UNCRD (United Nations Centre for Re-
gional Development) was launched in July 1993 with
the objective of promoting scientific studies of envi-
ronmental management and regional development in
Asian countries. More than 220 researchers are in-
volved in the joint research project: About 110 fac-
ulty members of Mie Universityv ; 15 staff members
of UNCRD ; and about 100 reseachers of the collabo-
rating universities and institutions in Southeast and
East Asian countries, Indonesia, the Phillippines,
Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, India,
China, Korea, Gulf countries, Saudi Arabia, Africa

{(Zaire), and East Europe (The Czech Republic, Po-

land), and others.

= ok e R e T
100KW i K FRM A BE BHER (FL— LT - AL ST %)
Solar Heat Collector with 100KW output Constructing(University of
Pertanian, Malaysia)

The joint research project consists of six sub
projects dealing with the following specific subject
domains :

(1) The application of geographical information sys-
tems(GISs) for monitoring tropical forest resources

and the urban environment ;
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Outline of Mie University

@ Location
1515 Kamihama-cho. T'su-shi.Mie 514, Japan
@Facultics. Departments. Courses [ Capacity of Admission |
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences [295]
Humanities (93] : Social Sciences [200]
Faculty of Education [330]
Training Course for Primary School Teachers [160] ¢ Training Course {or —
Jumior High School Teachers[70] ¢ Tramimng Course for Handicapped Chil- =R (Mie Prefecture)
dren’s School Teachers [20] ¢ Training Course for Kindergarten Teachers
#1] : Course far Informative Education [6]
Faculty of medicine [100]
Medicine [100]
Faculty of Engineering [410]
Mechanmical Engineering [105) @ Electrical and Electronic Engineering
L] Chemistry for Materials [110] : Architecture [45] : Information
Engineering [40]
Faculty of Bioresources [ 306]
Bioresources [3046]
Total [1441]
@ Resenrch Divisdons [ Capacity of Admission]
Gradunte School of Humanities and Soecial Sciencea [ 10]
Graduate School of Education [34]
Graduate School of Medicine (6]
Gradunte School of Engineering [74]
Graduate School of Bioresources Master's Program [88]
Doctor's Program [12]

Total [278]
®Graduate Course  [Capacity of Admission]
Groduate Course of Special Education (Majoring in Education for ihe
Mentally Retarded) [30]
®Special Course [Capacity of Admission]
Special Course of Agriculture [30]
@College of Medical Sciences  [Capacity of Admission ]
Nursing [80]
@ Number of Faculty and Stafl
1218
@ Total Land Area
SAT2690 e = 1R res)
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Postscript

Located on the border between Eastern and
Western Japan, Mie Prefecture offers unique natural,
climatic, cultural and social conditions. Mie Univer-
sity, in the capital Tsu, has aimed at local and global
education and study for about half a century

By issuing Wave, a new university public rela-
tions magazine, the university hopes to spread the
fruits of its research and education to people around
the world.

We hope Wave will promote greater understand-
ing of Mie university, just as the 17th Century Mie
shipping merchant Kadova contributed to cultural
exchange between Japan and other countries.

o
A
Hajime SAKAL

Public Kelations Officer
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