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Suggestions for Business Japanese Language Education
from a Foreign Students' Employment Opinion Survey

FUKUOKA Masako

{Abstract)

A questionnaire to investigate the employment consciousness of foreign students in
respect of Japanese companies was deployed. We found that 709 of the foreign
students wished to find a job in an overseas subsidiary, in their mother country, after
an initial period of working for the same or another company in Japan.

In this way, they envisaged making maximum use of their linguistic capability.
They didn't always aim to join the major companies and were seeking to choose a
company according to the achievements of the company, or from the point of view of
the benefits package on offer. And once they had been employed, they thought they
would like to harness their linguistic capability and so contribute to the company.
Moreover, foreign students bear uneasiness about Japanese corporate culture, sense of
values, in-company order, and communication with Japanese workers. These uneasy
clements were in agreement with similar unease felt by the Japanese companies.
However, it was observed the foreign students had a positive mindset within which
they studied these uneasy elements during their lessons at the university.

This paper, as an extension to reporting the results of the investigation (Fukuoka
and Zhao: 2013) into foreign student employment at Japanese companies, seeks to
analyze the gap between Japanese companies' foreign student employment conscious-
ness and foreign students' employment consciousness. The results are intended to
inform better teaching of business Japanese language.
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The Usage and Co-occurrence of the -zu ni ha okanai Phrase
— a Comparison of Newspaper Articles and Literary Works —

MATSUOKA Chizuko, OKAMOTO Tomomi

{Abstract)

When teachers show grammatical structures to learners, they explain the basic
meaning of those phrases and point out some words and expressions they frequently
co-occur with, for the purpose of improving students’ grasp of the structures.
However, it is not easy to give such examples, and improper usage examples abound
on the Internet. To clarify the distribution of the -zu ni ha okanai expression, this
study compares newspaper articles and literary works. The findings show that the
“spontaneous” meaning is frequent in newspaper articles, while the “volition”
meaning is prevalent in novels, Moreover, the “spontaneous” meaning frequently
occurs with predicates with emotional meaning or predicates denoting a change
caused to the other participant, while the “volition” meaning occurs with predicates
denoting aggression. For the purposes of teaching, in addition to the explanation of
the basic meaning, it would be more efficient to touch upon such co-occurring words
and expressions, as well as the respective media of occurrence.
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Errors of Intermediate and Advanced Japanese Learners and their Correction

— Considering Beginner Level Items —

MATSUOKA Chizuko, OKAMOTO Tomomi

{Abstract)

Beginner level errors are sometimes seen in texts written by intermediate and
advanced students. Even if such errors are pointed out and corrected by teachers, the
same errors occur in subsequent assignments. However, teachers cannot be available
all the time to correct such errors, so students need to acquire the skill to find and
correct errors in their own texts. Therefore, the present study investigates the
particularities of errors and the difficult points of the correction process for the
purpose of improving the writing skills of learners. The study had some interesting
results.

1. It is not easy for intermediate and advanced learners to correct errors in beginner
level salutation experessions.

2. In some cases, the correction itself was not difficult, but students had difficulty in
identifying the error.

3. Ommission errors are difficult to identify even if they are underlined.

4. Mix-ups of related expressions, the influence of topics, tense and sentence structure,
and other types of errors not related to salutations were also among the items that
make error identification and correction difficult.
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Geographical learning in junior high school social studies about social dispute
issues for the purpose of enhancing consciousness of social participation
: Through utilizing activities of decision-making in the scene of international exchange

NAGATA Shigefumi

{Abstract)

The phrase “formation of a sustainable society” was introduced to the Japanese
curriculum guidelines in the 2008 and 2009 edition. In response to these changes,
geographical education has paid more attention to the process of social participation.

The researcher proposes that a geographical learning theory of the “Learning of
Social Dispute Issues” can provide a new approach to fostering citizenship in Japanese
geographical education. The researcher sets domains of cultural friction, environ-
mental destruction, and social gap as the scope of social dispute issues. “Learning of
Social Dispute Issues” in junior high school allow students to perform the activities of
description, explanation, value judgment, decision-making related to social dispute
issues of the national scale.

The researcher performed lessons related to the three domains of social issues in a
junior high school. Students are asked to recognize the conditions and causes and
perform decision-making towards solutions to these issues at the national scale.

The result of questionnaires and worksheets showed that these lessons utilizing
activities of decision-making in the scene of international exchange deepened

geographical recognition and enhanced consciousness of social participation.
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Guidance and Practice of “Business Japanese-Language Education”

FUKUOKA Masako

{Abstract)

The Center for International Education & Research has been developing the course,
“Business Japanese-language education” since fiscal year 2011. The rationale was

(1) Support for getting a job, internships and consultations for foreign students
were based on the national policy “Plan for 300,000 Exchange Students” which was
launched in 2008. (2) The number of foreign students aiming at getting a job in a
Japanese company has been increasing, and we needed job hunting support for them
with a different content to that offered to Japanese students.

The following were included in business Japanese-language education. (1) self-
analysis methodology, the knowledge necessary to job hunt, mental attitude and the
ways of industry with enterprise and job category study. (2) Respectful business
language used on the telephone, business manners and how to fill out documents. (3)
How to fill out a personal history form “entry seat” and dealing with a group
interview. (4) Hearing about the experiences of job hunting from a former foreign
student. (5) An enterprise tour and other field visits.

In this report, I introduce the results of the class questionnaire which was deployed
to and targeted at foreign students who attended lectures in the previous fiscal year.

It considered the future form of “Business Japanese-language education”.
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Perception Changes of the Students Participated to the Field Study Program in Vietnam:
an Observation from the Viewpoint of Global Human Resources Development

NAGANAWA Shingo, EHARA Hiroshi

{Abstract)

Many Japanese universities are actively introducing overseas field study programs
in response to the growing needs for the global human resource development in Japan.
This paper reports the result of field study program conducted in Vietnam by the
Center for International Education and Research, Mie University. The paper
analyzed how the students’ perception has been changed after participating in the
program in terms of the personal qualities required to be a global human resources.
The paper then examined what factors of the program significantly have affected
those perception changes. The findings suggest that interactive activities with their
counterparts of the same generations such as social exchanges and discussions with
Vietnamese students and young Japanese workers in Vietnam are highly effective to
inspire the Japanese students to become global minded, especially in a country of
emerging economy such as Vietnam which has close economic and social relations

with Japan.
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