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College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Special English Program
Academic Year 2016 Workshop for Participants in the Short-term Study Abroad (report)

The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Special English Program of academic
year 2016 includes a short-term study abroad to the English Language Teaching Centre
(ELTC) of the University of Sheffield at the end of the academic year (i.e., during the
spring vacation). To better prepare our students for the differences not only in culture and
lifestyle between Japan and the UK, but also in classroom and education environments, an
instructor from the ELTC was invited to Mie University in August, 2016 to provide a
workshop for 2 days to participating students.

Time: 2016/08/28 (Sunday) 17:00-20:00
2016/08/29 (Monday) 9:00-12:00
Location: Takada-Kaikan
Participants: 36 in total (5 from Humanities, Law, and Economics; 6 from Education; 10
from Medicine; 6 from Engineering; 9 from Bioresources)

Workshop Instructor:
Helen Johnstone, Academic Director of the English Language Teaching Centre of
the University of Sheffield
Attending faculty:  Justin Boffemmyer
Atsuko Oda
Seiki Ayano

Workshop Content:

Helen Johnstone, Academic Director of the English Language Teaching Centre of
the University of Sheffield, was invited as an instructor with funding provided by the Mie
University International Relations Invited Foreign Instructor Program. The workshop began
with some ice-breaking games about UK culture and lifestyles, and then moved into an
introduction of the University of Sheffield and what it would be like studying there through a
mock class conducted in the same style as a typical class in the ELTC, as well as living in
a homestay.

During the question and answer period, our students asked several questions for
more details concerning life in the UK and what the homestay experience would be like.
The students seemed to be more at ease, particularly about the homestays, after having
their questions answered. Additionally, the students seemed to have positive impressions
of the ELTC classes from the mock class that they were able to participate in.






